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Editorial

In Unsettled Times, Our Hope Remains Steady

In an age when headlines often reveal
painful realities, our collective conscience is
confronted with the persistent brokenness of
the world. Reports of injustice, conflict, and
moral confusion can leave many feeling heavy-
hearted and unsettled. Yet for believers, such
moments do more than stir concern - they
remind us of humanity’s deep and enduring
need for righteousness and truth.

Scripture offers a perspective far deeper
than any broadcast or analysis: “For nothing is
hidden that will not be disclosed” (Luke 8:17).
This promise is not merely a warning; it is a reas-
surance that God sees all things clearly, even
when human institutions falter. "His justice is
never delayed, and His righteousness never
waver".

The temptation in uncertain times is to
react out of fear, speculation, or suspicion. But
followers of Christ are not shaped by the shifting
winds of speculation - they are shaped by faith.
Our call is not to echo the anxieties of the world,
but to embody the quiet strength that comes
from walking with the One who holds all things
together.

God’s Word affirms that “The Lord loves
righteousness and justice” (Psalm 33:5). His
character is the foundation of our confidence.
While earthly systems may fail or falter, the
Kingdom of God stands unshaken. Christ re-
mains the faithful and righteous Judge whose
authority is unchallenged and whose vision is
perfect.

So what does this mean for us today?

It means we pray - not from panic, but from
trust.

We stand for truth - not with aggression, but
with integrity.

We respond to pain - not with cynicism, but with
Christlike compassion.

We reflect His light - not only in our beliefs, but
in our behavior.

Moments of societal unrest are not invita-
tions to despair; they are opportunities for the
Church to rise with clarity, courage, and love.
They call us back to the spiritual disciplines that
shape Christlike character: prayer, discernment,
justice, mercy, and unwavering hope.

Even when humanity’s best efforts fall
short, our hope remains anchored in Christ, the
One who sees perfectly, judges righteously, and
reigns eternally. The world may feel unsteady,
but our foundation is not. And as long as we look
to Him, we will find the wisdom, peace, and
strength we need to live faithfully in these times
and every time to come.
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When Jesus Rewrites the Rules of Religion!
Based on Matthew 9:14-17,

Have you ever done the right thing but with
the wrong heart? Perhaps you grew up knowing
when to stand, when to sit, when to say "amen,"
and when to look spiritual. But somewhere along
the way, maybe you learned how to act saved
without actually living free.

This is precisely the tension we find in Mat-
thew 9, where a group of sincere, devout followers
confronts Jesus with a question that still echoes in
churches today.

The Question That Changed Everything

The scene follows Jesus' scandalous decision
to dine with tax collectors and sinners—a meal
that was not just about food, but about fellowship
and identity. Into this moment step the disciples of

*hn the Baptist, genuinély confused:

_ Www, tlﬁchur*ln .

"Why do we and the Pharisees fast, but your
disciples do not?"

Translation: "Jesus, why don't your followers looks »
as religious as everyone else?" »

These were not rebels or skeptics. John the
Baptist's disciples were the real deal—people who
prayed, fasted, and lived disciplined lives. Jesus
Himself called John the greatest prophet born of
women. Yet here they were, puzzled by what
looked like spiritual laxity.

Here is what we often miss: Not all resistance
to Jesus comes from rebellion. Sometimes it
comes from religion itself.

When God Shows Up to His Own Party
Jesus' response is both tender and revolutionary:

"Can the wedding guests mourn as long as the
bridegroom is with them?"

This was not just a clever answer—it was a
massive claim. In the Old Testament, God Himself
is portrayed as the Bridegroom (lsaiah 62:5; Hosea
2:19). By using this imagery, Jesus was saying
something profound: "I am the reason you have
been fasting. | am the One you have been waiting
for."
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Think about it. Fasting made sense when God felt
distant, when His people longed for Him to act,
when they mourned under oppression. But now?

God was standing right in front of them in sandals.

You do not fast at a wedding. You feast!

Yet notice Jesus' prophetic tenderness: "The days
will come when the bridegroom is taken away."
Even in this moment of joy, He is pointing toward
the cross. Fasting would return, but trans-
formed—no longer to earn God's attention, but
because we miss His presence.

The Problem with Patching

Jesus then offers two vivid parables about incom-
patibility:

The Unshrunk Cloth: No one sews a patch of new,
unshrunk cloth onto an old garment. When
washed, the new cloth shrinks, making the tear
worse.

The New Wine: Fresh wine is never poured into
old, brittle wineskins. The wine ferments and ex-
pands, and rigid old skins cannot handle it. The
result? Explosion. Lost wine. Ruined skins.

Here is the message: You cannot patch Jesus onto
an old religious system built on performance,
rule-keeping, and external righteousness. Christi-
anity is not about upgrading your religion—it's
about entering a completely new relationship.

Grace cannot be contained in systems built on
earning. Joy cannot survive where control domi-
nates. The gospel explodes legalism every time.

A Modern Translation

Imagine inheriting a river but insisting
on drinking from a cracked cup. The
river is endless, the cup is small. Jesus
- did not come to refill your cup—He
came to throw you into the river.

'Or picture this: buying a brand-new
electric car and trying to power it with
AA batteries, then complaining, "This
Christianity thing does not work." It is
not the car. It is the power source!

In modern language, Jesus is not your
spiritual app. He is your entire operat-
ing system.

What Old Wineskins Look Like Today

We still wrestle with the same question those dis-
ciples asked: "Why don't your disciples look like
everyone else?"

Sometimes we prefer rules over relationship,
habits over heart-change, tradition over transfor-
mation. Old wineskin thinking sounds like:

"l know God forgives me, but | still need to punish
myself."

"l know grace is free, but surely | must earn it
somehow."

Measuring spirituality by outward behavior alone

Guilt-driven obedience instead of love-motivated
response

Fear of change that masquerades as faithfulness
The Joy of New Wine
Here is what new wine produces in our lives:

Joy before discipline. Not reckless living, but obe-
dience that flows naturally from love rather than
fear.

Flexibility led by the Spirit. A faith that can stretch
and grow, rather than brittlely holding onto "the
way we have always done it."

Freedom from performance. Knowing that our
identity is secure in Christ, not in our religious
resume.

Resurrection life. Jesus didn't come to make bad
people behave better—He came to make dead
people alive.




Where This Meets Us
Take a quiet moment and ask yourself:

Where am | trying to add Jesus to my life instead of
surrendering my life to Him?

What old wineskin—habit, belief, or fear—needs
to be released so | can receive what God is pouring
out?

Am | living like | am at a funeral or a wedding?

The issue is not whether you are "doing enough.”
The issue is whether your heart can handle the joy
of Jesus. Religion says, "Prove your sorrow." Jesus
says, "Enter My joy."

Living as New Wineskins

God is not looking for people who can perfectly
maintain old systems. He is looking for hearts that
are soft, humble, and flexible enough to receive
the new thing He is doing.

You see, the problem was never the wine. The
problem was the container. Jesus is not too weak
for your life. Your rigid systems may simply be too
small for His grace. L

When we release our grip on the
old wineskins—the performance,
the guilt, the religious boxes we
have built—we discover something
beautiful: Jesus has always been %
enough. His grace does not need
our additions. His love does not re-
quire our earning. His joy does not
wait for our perfection.

He is the Bridegroom, and He is
here. Not to patch up our old ways,
but to make all things new.

A Prayer for New Wineskins

Lord Jesus, You are the Bridegroom, and You are
among us. Forgive us for turning celebrations into
obligations and grace into grinding duty. Soften
our hearts. Make us new wineskins—flexible,
humble, and ready to receive. Pour out Your Spirit
until joy overflows. We receive You not as tradi-
tion, but as life itself. Amen.

Going Deeper:

Read 2 Corinthians 5:17. What does it mean that
we are "new creations"?

Reflect on one area where you have been trying to
"patch" Jesus onto your old way of living.

Journal about what would change if you truly be-
lieved you were invited to a wedding, not a fu-
neral.

The wine is new. The invitation is open. And the
Bridegroom is waiting to celebrate with you.
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"If | regard iniquity in my heart,
the Lord will not hear me"
(Psalms 66:18)

Faith, of course has many dimensions. In one
way, it is using our eyes to see God, ears to hear
Him, mouth to speak for Him, hands to work for
Him and feet to walk in His path. What prevents us
from practicing faith ?

It is Satan's strategy to inject his perspective
into our minds before we realize it. He often de-
lights in painting things black. He may try to mag-
nify molehills into mountains. It can darken our
sky with gloom and make difficulties seem like im-
possibilities.

If we appeal to cleanse our hearts with His
Holy blood and start praising the Lord, we can
shake off Satan's suggestions. Holy spirit will clari-
fy our vision. Satan's perspectives are always de-
ceitful. When we pray and praise, Holy spirit will
give us the heavenly perspective.

Very often, we would be amazed to know
how much prayer is hindered by self-life of Chris-
tians. All of us need daily cleansing, so that our

prayers be answered and we lead a triumphant
faith life.
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Hanna Jossy

How many of you have ever felt like God
spoke something over your life - and it has not
come to pass yet?

Maybe you were certain it was Him. Maybe
you felt peace when you first heard it. But as time
passed, instead of clarity, things became harder.
The timeline stretched. The path became unclear.

That was my story.

When | first sensed God’s promises in my life
, | was overwhelmed with excitement. | had a time-
line in my head. | had an image of how everything
would unfold. | expected a smooth path - some-
thing easy, something clear. | truly believed that if
I just did my part, everything would fall into place.

What | did not realize was how much | was
trying to control the outcome?

I thought | could manage the situation. |
thought | could help God fulfill what He had
spoken. Later, | realized something humbling: God
does not need my help. He does not need my con-
trol. He simply asks for my trust.

Soon after, the opposite of what | expected
began to happen.

Instead of clarity, there was confusion. In-
stead of ease, there was pressure. | began to ques-
tion, Did | even hear God correctly? If God gives a
promise, how could it feel this hard? And yet, deep
down, | knew it was Him.

It became one of the hardest seasons of my

www.faithcitychurch.in

life. | felt like | was stranded in the middle of an
ocean, trying to sail on my own. | thought | was
alone, barely staying afloat. But little did | know —
it was never me carrying the boat. It was God car-
rying me toward the horizon. Even when | couldn’t
see Him clearly, He was there every step of the
way.

In the waiting, God began to prune me.

He stripped away control. He corrected my
thinking. He taught me to listen for His voice. He
drew me closer to Him in ways | never expected.
The waiting became less about the promise and
more about His presence.

Along the journey, God also filled my life with
God-given friendships — people placed in my path
at just the right time. Through them, He reminded
me that | was not alone. Their encouragement,
their prayers, and simply their presence became
one of His greatest gifts during this season.

When God began to heal me, it was not painless.

He exposed areas in my heart that | did not
even know existed — hidden insecurities and un-
healed wounds. It felt like antiseptic on an open
wound. It stung at first. It was uncomfortable. But
it was necessary. The pain was not destructive — it
was cleansing. It was beautiful in a way | cannot
fully explain.

He did not avoid the broken parts of me. He
stepped into them. He sat with me there. Slowly
and gently, He began healing the very places that
once shattered my heart. The areas that carried

[

10,




fear and anxiety became the very places where His
grace met me the deepest.

| began to understand that God is in control, even
when it does not feel like it. He truly is the Author
and Finisher of our faith (Hebrews 12:2). Holding
onto that truth - declaring it even when | did not
feel it - anchored me.

If you are in a waiting season, | want to encourage
you: your waiting is not wasted. It is deeply rooted
in Christ. There are no coincidences with God.
Every day has purpose. Every delay has meaning. If
we trust Him and tune our hearts to His plan, we
will be okay.

If you are waiting, wait well on God. As it says in
Psalms 31:24 (NIV), “Be strong and take heart, all
you who hope in the Lord.” And like Job boldly de-
clares in Job 19:25-26 (NIV):

“l know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the
end he will stand on the earth. And after my skin
has been destroyed, yet in my flesh | will see God.”
He will truly come through.

And one day, we will look back and realize that the
waiting was where we learned to truly trust Him.




THE MANABER

John 14:26 (NIV)
“But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all
things and will remind you of everything | have said to you.”

The Holy Spirit acts as a guiding manager, overseeing and directing important aspects of spiritual
life with wisdom and care. The Holy Spirit as the "Manager" is a compelling metaphor. In this role, the
Holy Spirit serves as a guide, organizer, and motivator in the lives of believers. Much like a manager who
oversees a team, the Holy Spirit directs, equips, and empowers individuals to live in accordance with
God's will. The Spirit provides wisdom, fosters growth, and helps aligh human actions with divine pur-
pose. Just as a good manager ensures that all parts of an organization work together efficiently, the Holy
Spirit helps believers navigate life's complexities, reminding them of their ultimate mission and fostering
unity within the body of Christ.

John 16:13 (ESV)
“When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth...”

Let's pray

Heavenly Father,

| come before You with humility and trust.

Thank You for Your love, mercy, and constant presence in my life.

Lord, | ask that You send Your Holy Spirit to guide me to enlighten my mind, soften my heart,
and lead me in the path of truth and righteousness.

Help me to hear Your voice clearly, to discern what is good and pleasing to You,

and to walk in faith even when the way feels uncertain. Fill me with wisdom, peace, and courage.
Align my thoughts, words, and actions with Your will.

| place my trust in You,

knowing that Your Spirit will lead me where | need to go.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Romans 8:14 (NIV)
“For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God.”

RUE
www.faithcitychurch.in 1GHT
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Rufus Philip Philo

T asked Jesus, “How much do You love me?
“This much” He answered. Then he stretched

s out his arms and died.

For Gocl loved the world s0 much that he

3ave .hIS onlY son, so that everyone who belives in

him may not die but have eternal |ife.
Jo'nn 3: 'IG
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Ruth Rachel Reji

GOD

NEVER

LEAVES
YOUR SIDE

Jonah 2:10
“And the Lord commanded the fish, and it
vomited.”

Jonah onto dry land.

Jonah disobeyed God initially and the Lord pro-
vided a huge fish to swallow Jonah. He then
prayed and cried to the Lord realizing his mistake.

The Lord commanded the fish to vomit Jonah
onto dry land - not in the middle of the sea or in
the farthest depths but the dry land!

God still wanted him to reach safely on the
land even though he disobeyed God earlier.
God still cares for you, even though you feel the
trials are too much and the Lord has forgotten you
- He hasn't. He still watches over you and will help
you to reach safely on the shore.

Hold onto him even through your storms, no
matter how high the tides are.

MAY GOD BLESS YOU ALL!
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FIND WHO HanGrace Sujith
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FIND THE PERSON WHO

KILLED GOLIATH

WENT TO HEAVEN IN A CHARIOT OF FIRE
DENIED JESUS THREE TIMES

WAS THE OLDEST SON OF ADAM

DID LABAN TRICK JACOB INTO MARRIAGE
WAS THE BROTHER OF MOSES

HAD A SON NAMED SAMUEL

WAS ONE OF THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS
WAS THE FIRST WOMEN JUDGE

WAS KING SAUL'S SON

BUILT THE ARK

DIED AFTER GIVING BIRTH TO HER SON
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Dear parents, please print this page for your children. Let them ‘FIND WHO’
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" my father's ﬁeaweyes /
&3 | wish | had never left. -
\AI wouldn't be in this ditch.
~ Alas, my father's house;
Where all are treated well But here | am,
e Eatlng“food-meant%r-mm "
| long to go back And work as a lowly servant.
| don't deserve The title of his child.
| was ready to pay the price.
~~ But my father had other plans.
He ran to me from afar.
Pulled me into his arms.
Before |l could speak,.
He called his servants.
~ They clothed me
In-the finest-robe,-
Placed his ring upon my hand,
And called for a feast.
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N . My father's everlasting love

e ~_ The love | had longed for i
_ At Iastm& =

_— | can finally experience. .
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Moments
from
TRUE LIGHT FIRST
COPY RELEASE
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