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Editorial

Serin Toms

The headlines of our time once again carry the
heavy language of conflict. The rising tensions be-
tween Israel and Iran remind us that the world we
live in is still deeply wounded by division, fear, and
the pursuit of power. Every missile launched and
every threat spoken sends waves of anxiety across
nations, leaving countless innocent lives in a state
of agonizing uncertainty. War may begin in the
sterile environments of political war rooms and
military strategy sessions, but its consequences
fall most heavily on the doorsteps of ordinary peo-
ple—families, children, and communities who
long only for safety and the simple dignity of
peace. Behind every news report, every statistic,
and every digital map of troop movements are real
human stories of fear, loss, and a desperate long-
ing for a normal life.

The Divine Counter - Narrative

For the Church, moments like these are not
merely cues to refresh a news feed; they are
urgent invitations to seek the heart of God. The
Bible reminds us that our calling is fundamentally
different from the reactive patterns of the world.
While the world often responds to violence with
retaliation and to fear with further division, Christ
calls His followers to a different path: that of the
peacemaker.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be
called the children of God.” — Matthew 5:9

The Church must never become indifferent to
suffering or numb to the cries of the world. To be
"the salt of the earth" means we must preserve
the humanity of our global neighbors, even when
political rhetoric seeks to dehumanize them.
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We are called to "stand in the gap" - the space be-
tween the reality of war and the promise of peace

- through prayer, compassion, and unwavering
faith.

The Power of the Quiet Voice

Our prayers may seem quiet, perhaps even insig-
nificant, compared to the deafening roar of jet en-
gines and the loud, assertive voices of war. Yet,
history has shown that prayer carries a transfor-
mative power far greater than the reach of any
weapon. Prayer is not an admission of defeat; it is
an appeal to a higher sovereignty.This is a moment
for believers everywhere to rise. We must pray:

-For Wisdom: That leaders would be moved
toward de-escalation and diplomacy.

-For Protection: That innocent lives on all sides
of the borders would be shielded from harm.

-For Restoration: For the day when swords will
truly be turned into plowshares and the tools of
destruction become tools of growth.

A Hope Beyond Systems

Even in a world troubled by escalating conflict,
we hold on to a greater hope. Our ultimate secu-
rity is not found in political systems, shifting alli-
ances, or military strength. It is anchored in the
Prince of Peace, who alone can bring lasting recon-
ciliation to the nations.May the Church rise in faith
and compassion, believing that even in the darkest
chapters of human history, God’s peace is not just
a distant dream - it is a present possibility.
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A BRUISED
REED

A SMOLDERING

WICK

Dr Sneha Sachin

A few months back, an old hymn came to my
mind, its words echoing a profound promise found
in Matthew 12:20 and Isaiah 42:3: "A bruised reed
He will not break, and a smoldering wick He will
not extinguish."

River reeds are small, thin strips of cane used in
musical instruments—inexpensive and easily dis-
carded when damaged. A lamp wick that flickers is
barely glowing, about to surrender its last breath
of light, yet still holding onto a fragile spark. As |
pondered these images, the Lord opened my eyes
to His deep compassion for a particular group of
people.

It is human nature to discard those who appear
broken—the vulnerable, the exhausted, the sinful,
the desperate, the weak, and the fragile. We often
write off those who seem beyond repair. But our
Master, in His boundless compassion, has a differ-
ent approach entirely.

Throughout Scripture, we witness Christ restor-
ing countless individuals who would fit this very
description. Consider the man with the shriveled
hand, whom religious leaders dismissed. Think of
the woman caught in adultery, facing a crowd
ready to stone her. Remember the woman with
the issue of blood, isolated for twelve long years.
Recall Peter, who denied knowing Christ three
times. Think of Thomas, whose doubts earned him
a lasting nickname.
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Each one of these was a bruised reed, a smolder-
ing wick. Yet in each case, our Lord graciously re-
stored their broken lives and rekindled the spark
of faith that was nearly extinguished. Rather than
judging or discarding them, He brought them back
to abundant life.

Today, people like this surround us. They are in
dire need of a personal, gentle reassurance and
care through the love of the Lord Jesus - a
salvation that can transform and nurture whatever
remains of their lives. The world has nothing to
offer them except rejection, condemnation, and
scorn.

But we who have experienced Christ's compas-
sion are called to a different response. Let us look
around with eyes of mercy. Let us reach out to the
bruised reeds and smoldering wicks in our com-
munities, our families, our workplaces. Let us win
them through the love of Christ and His compas-
sion, becoming instruments of the very grace that
once restored us.

For in doing so, we reflect the heart of the One
who came not to break what is already bruised,
but to bind up the brokenhearted and fan the
faintest ember of faith back into flame.

I
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Love
Languages
That

Move God

Something the Lord placed on my heart while |
was studying His Word was the idea of love lan-
guages. We often hear about love languages in re-
lationships with parents, friends, and spouses,
such as saying words of affirmation, spending
quality time, or giving or receiving gifts. The Bible
shows us some powerful examples of what these
love languages might look like through themes of
sacrifice, obedience, purity, humility, and thanks-

giving.

Sacrifice:

Sacrifice is love that costs something. 1 Kings 3
tells us that Solomon loved the Lord. How did he
show it? He sacrificed a thousand burnt offerings
on the altar. That was not casual worship. It was
costly. God responded by giving Solomon wisdom
unlike anyone before or after him. He also gave
him riches and honor that he did not even ask for.

Today, sacrifice may not look like altars and
burnt offerings. It may look like fasting when your
flesh wants comfort. It may look like giving gener-
ously when it would be easier to hold back. It may
look like choosing worship when you are tired or
maintaining a consistent prayer life when no one is
watching.

It can also look like consecrating your speech. Es-
pecially if you are gifted, whether in singing,
speaking, or influencing others. Choosing not to
gossip, choosing not to speak corrupt words, and
choosing not to tear others down all cost some-
thing.

Hebrews 13:15-16 tells us to offer a sacrifice of
praise, the fruit of lips that openly profess His
name, and to do good and share with others, for
with such sacrifices God is pleased. Hannah sacri-
ficed her first child, giving Samuel back to God.
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Silphy Sajan

Abraham was asked to sacrifice Isaac, the son he
loved. In Genesis 22, God said, “Take now your
son, your only son Isaac, whom you love.” Abra-
ham obeyed, and because he did not withhold
what he loved most, God blessed him and brought
forth nations from him. Sacrifice tells God that He
matters more than our comfort.

Obedience:

Obedience is surrendered love. Many of us have
heard the verse, “To obey is better than sacrifice”
(1 Samuel 15:22). God is not impressed by reli-
gious performance when our hearts are disobedi-
ent. He desires alignment.

Peter experienced this in Luke 5. After fishing all
night and catching nothing, Jesus told him to
launch out into the deep. Peter was tired and ex-
perienced, he knew the waters well. Yet he said,
‘Nevertheless, at Your word | will let down the
net” The nets overflowed. Obedience may look
simple on the outside, but it is often difficult
within. It means trusting when things do not make
sense. It means asking ourselves whether we are
obeying commands such as “Do not be anxious
about anything,” or “Do not be conformed to the
pattern of this world.” It means being willing to
submit to spiritual leadership, as Hebrews 13:17
instructs. Obedience is not only about dramatic
moments. It is found in small, daily decisions. It is
saying yes when your ego says no. It is aligning
your private life with your public faith, Obedience
declares that His voice matters more than ours.

Purity:

Daniel 1:8 says that Daniel purposed in his heart
not to defile himself with the king’s food. He could
have blended in. It would have been easier.
Instead, he chose differently. After ten days, he
and his friends appeared healthier. Later, God gave
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them knowledge, skill, and wisdom, and Daniel re-
ceived understanding in visions and dreams. They
were found ten times better than all the others.

Joseph also chose purity when he was tempted
by Potiphar’s wife. No one else would have known,
but God would. And God honored him. Purity is
not only about behavior; it is also about what we
allow into our lives. What we hear, what we see,
and what we speak all matter. Proverbs 6 lists
things the Lord hates, including a proud look, a
lying tongue, a heart that devises wicked plans,
and one who sows discord. Psalm 24 asks, “Who
shall ascend the hill of the Lord?” It says, “He who
has clean hands and a pure heart.”

In a world that normalizes compromise, purity is
radical. 1 Peter 1:16 says, “Be holy, for | am holy.”
Romans 12:1 calls us to present our bodies as
living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to God. Purity
declares that we belong to Him.

Humility:

Humility is quiet strength. Numbers 12:3 says
that Moses was very humble, more than anyone
on the face of the earth. When Miriam and Aaron
spoke against him, Moses did not defend himself
or fight back. God did. The Lord came down and
defended His servant. Humility declares that we
do not need the spotlight; we need God.

Thanksgiving:
Thanksgiving is victorious love. Psalm 100:4 says,

“Enter into His gates with thanksgiving.”

In 2 Chronicles 20, King Jehoshaphat faced an
army he could not defeat. Instead of panicking, he
appointed singers to go before the army. They
praised the beauty of holiness and declared, “His
mercy endures forever” When they began to sing,

God fought for them. Praise became their weapon.

1 Thessalonians 5:18 says, “In everything give
thanks.” Thanksgiving shifts our perspective. It de-
clares trust before the outcome is visible. Thanks-
giving proclaims that we trust Him even before we
see the victory. Solomon sacrificed, and God gave
him wisdom and honor. Abraham obeyed, and na-
tions came from him. Peter obeyed, and his nets
overflowed. Daniel chose purity and was found
ten times better. Moses walked in humility, and
God defended him. Jehoshaphat praised, and God
fought for him.

Let us meditate on His Word and practice these
love languages that move the heart of God.
Proverbs 16:7 says, “When a man’s ways please
the Lord, He makes even his enemies to be at
peace with him.”

Praise be to God Almighty! Amen.
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“Unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground
and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it pro-
duces much grain.” — John 12:24

This verse has always stirred something deep
within me. When the Holy Spirit revealed its
meaning to my heart, | realized how profound it
truly is. Jesus Himself was the perfect example.
The most beautiful among all men, yet He humbly
“fell to the ground” for our sake. Like a rose
crushed for its fragrance to be released, He gave
Himself so that we might live.

The disciples followed in His steps—laying down
their lives one after another for the sake of the
Gospel. When | reflect on that, | must confess that
| still struggle to live up to the sincerity this verse
demands. Yet, every day, it calls me deeper—to
die to self so that others may find life in Christ.

This principle is not only spiritual; even the
world recognizes it: there is no gain without pain.
As long as we stay in our comfort zones, we may
remain “church-going believers,” but fruitfulness
comes only when we are willing to fall, to sacrifice,
and to obey. The seed never knows the full poten-
tial inside it until it is buried in the soil and broken
apart. So it is with every follower of Christ.

A Brother’s Seed of Faith

Let me share a story from a dear brother serving in
the Middle East. For security reasons, | cannot
share names or locations.

Pr. Sa-;c-hin Mathew

This humble man worked in a small restaurant.
His income was barely enough for daily needs, and
he had saved a small amount to repair his leaking
roof before the coming monsoon. After attending
a mission class, he felt a clear call to go on a short
mission trip to an unreached nation.

When he tried to raise funds, doors closed. Fi-
nally, he decided to use the little he had—the sav-
ings meant for his roof—to buy his plane ticket.
Soon after, another test came: his mother was
hospitalized and needed surgery. Yet he chose to
obey the Lord’s voice and go.

In the mission field, everything seemed to go
wrong. He could not speak the language, and no
one listened to him. One night, alone in a park, he
wept before God, saying, “I have given up every-
thing, but | see no fruit.” That night, he saw a
vision—a small child crying out, “Save me! Save
me!” and saw the words written in Japanese lan-
guage.

The next day, he met a sad young Japanese
woman in a park. He got a chance to talk to her
and she told him that she is planning to abort her
baby because the father refused to accept her.
When he shared the vision, she was overwhelmed
and decided to keep the child. Months later, she
called to say that her boyfriend had repented,
married her, and they now rejoiced over their
healthy baby boy.

One man’s sacrifice—his willingness to “fall to
the ground”—became life for a child who was
about to be lost. That moment reminds us that the
fruit of obedience can never be measured by
human sight. Heaven alone counts such seeds.
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When Little Faith Bears Great Harvest

| have experienced this truth personally. On one
mission trip from Canada to the Middle East, every
step seemed to go wrong. A war broke out just
before my travel date. | could not board the first
flight because my middle name was missing from
the ticket. Many told me, “Maybe this is not God’s
will” Yet | felt a strong conviction to go, so |
booked another ticket for the next day.

That flight too faced delays and cancellations
due to a snowstorm. My luggage was lost. Every-
thing seemed to be against me. But when | finally
reached my destination, the Lord opened extraor-
dinary doors. | stayed with Muslim friends who
were deeply devout, yet willing to hear about
Jesus. | shared my testimony and prayed with
them—something | could never have planned or
arranged. | do not claim to be a person of great
faith. But that trip reminded me that God can use
even tiny faith when we are willing to obey, just as
He multiplies the five loaves and two fish offered
by a child. Small steps of faith often unlock great
victories in the kingdom of God.

Are You Willing to Fall?

The question that remains is not how talented or
resourceful we are, but—are we willing to pay the
price? The seed that stays safe on the shelf will
never bear fruit. But the seed that falls to the
ground, unseen and buried, becomes a harvest.

God is not asking all of us to die physically for the
Gospel, but He is certainly asking each of us to sur-
render something—our comfort, pride, or
resources—for His mission. Even our smallest step
of obedience, when done in faith, will bring forth
lasting fruit.

We may not all be preachers or missionaries
traveling across continents, but each of us can
send, support, and pray for those who go. The mis-
sion of God is carried out by ordinary believers
whose hearts are willing to say, “Here am |, Lord,
send me.” Every act of sowing—whether time,
prayer, or money—adds to the eternal harvest.
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Reflection and Prayer

“Sometimes we hesitate
because the ground looks dry,
the calling seems unclear,

or the cost feels too high.
But remember - what looks
like loss in the soil becomes
life in the Spirit. The seed of
obedience never dies;
it resurrects in blessing.”
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that Conquers

Toms Alexander

As human beings, our minds often feel like a
roller coaster. In quiet moments while doing
chores or sitting alone many thoughts arise. Some
help us plan, but others bring worry, fear, or anxi-
ety, especially about our children, our parents, or
loved ones.

“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow.”
Matthew 6:34

“God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of
power, love, and a sound mind.” 2 Timothy 1:7

Fear and anxiety are not from God they are part
of the enemy’s plan. Yet God is victorious and
always on our side. As children of God, we have
been given authority over our thoughts and lives.
When negative or fearful thoughts come, we must
take that authority and boldly say: “I cancel these
thoughts in the name of Jesus Christ.”

“Submit yourselves to God. Resist the devil, and he
will flee from you.” — James 4:7

“Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for
you.” — 1 Peter 5:7

Let us trust God completely, take authority over
our thoughts, and rest in the peace He freely gives.
Next time a negative thought comes one that
brings fear or anxiety what will you do? Will you
take the authority God has given you and speak
His Word boldly to claim His peace?

If you're unsure how to pray or what to say, you
can use this simple prayer:

Lord Jesus, help me to take authority over
every fearful or anxious thought. Fill my heart
with Your peace, strengthen my faith, and
guide me to speak Your Word boldly when-
ever worry comes. Thank You for Your love
and victory in my life. Amen.
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Testi mony

.=.
Dinu Elizabeth Arun

When gratitude leads to giving, God responds
with provision beyond expectation.
“When faith gives first, God quietly prepares the
blessing before we even see the need.”

Faith is often revealed not during seasons of
comfort, but in moments when uncertainty sud-
denly interrupts our plans. Recently, | experienced
an incident that strengthened my understanding
of God’s faithfulness in a deeply personal way.

After receiving my retroactive payment, | care-
fully set the amount aside to help cover my
second-year university tuition. As | reflected on my
journey, | could clearly see God’s guidance and
provision through every stage of my studies. With
a heart full of gratitude, | chose to give a portion of
that payment back to God as a thanksgiving offer-
ing — not out of obligation, but as an expression
of faith and thankfulness for His continued bless-
ings.

“Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first-
fruits of all your crops; then your barns will be
filled to overflowing.” Proverbs 3:9-10

That same night, news began circulating that
errors might have occurred in the payment calcu-
lations and that some employees might be re-
quired to return part of the money received. At
first, | assumed the adjustment would be small.
However, a few days later, | received an official
email informing me that | needed to repay a sig-
nificant amount.

For a moment, concern filled my heart. | began
thinking practically about how | would manage my
upcoming tuition expenses and considered taking
extra overtime shifts to make up the difference. |
reassured myself that there was still time and that
somehow | would manage. Yet deep within, there
remained a quiet peace - an assurance that God
knew my situation and understood the sincerity
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behind what | had offered to Him.

“The Lord looks at the heart.” - 1 Samuel 16:7

| have always believed that God is never indebted
to anyone; whatever is given to Him in faith re-
turns in ways far greater than we can imagine.

Unexpectedly, that very evening, | received an-
other email from the nurses’ union informing me
that the tuition fees | had paid for my first year
would be reimbursed — almost the exact amount
| was about to lose. What initially appeared to be a
setback became a beautiful reminder of God’s
faithful provision.

In that moment, | realized how quietly God
works behind the scenes. His answers do not
always come from where we expect, but they
arrive precisely when we need them. What | had
entrusted to God returned as reassurance, provi-
sion, and renewed faith.

This experience left a lasting lesson in my heart:
giving to God is never a loss. When we place Him
first, He faithfully takes care of what concerns us
most. Sometimes His provision comes immedi-
ately; at other times it arrives through unexpected
doors — but His faithfulness never fails.

Faith calls us to release what we hold with trust,
believing that God sees beyond our circumstanc-
es. Again and again, He proves that nothing sur-
rendered to Him is ever wasted. When something
is placed in God’s hands, it returns in His perfect
time — as grace, provision, and blessing.

“And my God will meet all your needs accord-
ing to the riches of His glory in Christ Jesus.”
- Philippians 4:19
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