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Serin Toms

WHEN THE GOVERNMENT DEFINES HATE

On March 25, 2026, the Canadian House of Com-
mons passed Bill C-9, the Combatting Hate Act, by
a vote of 186 to 137. The legislation now moves to
the Senate, where it will undergo further debate
and possible amendment. For many Canadians-
particularly people of faith-this is not a distant po-
litical development. It raises important questions
about freedom of expression, religious liberty, and
the role of faith in public life.

This is not a partisan discussion. Rather, it is a re-
flection on principles that matter deeply to the
church: the freedom to teach Scripture, the re-
sponsibility to uphold truth, and the call to serve
society with both conviction and compassion.

Understanding Bill C-9:

Bill C-9 was introduced in September 2025 with
the stated goal of addressing rising hate-motivat-
ed incidents, including attacks on places of wor-
ship. These concerns are real and serious, and
they deserve thoughtful and effective responses.

The bill proposes several key changes:

It introduces a new hate crime offence tied to mo-
tivations based on protected characteristics such
as race, religion, gender, and sexual orientation.

It prohibits the public display of recognized hate
symbols.

It removes the “good faith religious defence” from
Section 319(3)(b) of the Criminal Code.

Itis this third change that has prompted significant
discussion.

The Question of Religious Expression:

For many years, Section 319(3)(b) provided pro-
tection for individuals expressing sincerely held re-
ligious beliefs in good faith. Its removal has raised
concerns among some faith communities about
how religious teaching may be interpreted under
the law moving forward.
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Canada’s legal system, including the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms, continues to protect free-
dom of religion and expression. At the same time,
the evolving legal landscape invites careful consid-
eration of how these freedoms are understood
and applied in practice.

The Church’s Response:

The church’s position must remain clear and con-
sistent.

We reject hatred, discrimination, and violence in
all forms.

We affirm the dignity and worth of every person.
We are called to love our neighbours while re-
maining faithful to our beliefs.

Scripture reminds us of both truth and grace. As
Acts 5:29 says, “We must obey God rather than
human beings,” while Genesis 1:27 affirms that
every person is created in God’s image.

Holding these truths together requires wisdom,
humility, and courage.

Moving Forward:

This moment calls for thoughtful engagement
rather than fear. As the bill proceeds through the
Senate, there is space for dialogue, reflection, and
participation in the democratic process.

For believers, the response begins with prayer:
-Pray for wisdom for Canada’s leaders.

-Pray for peace and unity in communities.

-Pray for the church to reflect both truth and love
in its witness.

The church has always lived in changing cultural
and legal environments. Its mission remains un-
changed: to be a light in the world, grounded in
faith, expressed through love, and guided by
wisdom.

True Light|
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THE PRICELESS
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Matthew 13:44-46

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in
a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and
then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought
that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
merchant looking for fine pearls. When he found
one of great value, he went away and sold every-
thing he had and bought it.”

Some discoveries re-order everything. One
moment, you are busy with ordinary life; the next,
you have seen something so beautiful that the rest
of your priorities quietly shift. Jesus says the king-
dom of heaven is like that-like finding treasure, like
finding the one pearl that makes every other pur-
chase look small.

Today, ask God to help you see Christ again-not as
an add-on to life, but as the greatest treasure, the
truest joy, and the safest refuge.

1) The Discovery: Christ meets us where we are

In the first picture, a man is not hunting for trea-
sure-he simply finds it. In the second, a merchant
has been searching for years, and at last his long-
ing is answered. Jesus gently tells us that He draws
people in different ways: sometimes by surprise,
sometimes through a long season of seeking.

Some learn His voice early, like Samuel (1 Samuel
3:10). Others arrive after years of questions, like
the Ethiopian official who was reading, wondering,
and then believed (Acts 8:26-39). Some meet Him
in crisis, like the thief on the cross (Luke 23:42-43).
Some are brought by a friend, like Peter through
Andrew (John 1:40-42). However your story reads,
it is not an accident-it is grace.
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And heaven rejoices when a sinner repents (Luke
15:7). If your heart is turning toward Christ-even
quietly-that turning is a miracle worth celebrating.

2) The Recognition: God opens our eyes to
Christ’s worth

Both men knew what they were looking at. The
worker recognized real treasure. The merchant-
trained by years of evaluating pearls—knew this
one was beyond comparison. In the same way,
when you begin to see Jesus as precious, some-
thing holy is happening inside you.

When Peter confessed, “You are the Christ,” Jesus
told him that this was revealed by the Father
(Matthew 16:16-17). If you have come to treasure
Christ - if His name feels weighty and sweet to you
- thank God for opened eyes.

“God made his light shine in our hearts to give us
the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed
in the face of Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:6). This is
why devotion begins with prayer: “Taste and see
that the LORD is good” (Psalm 34:8). Ask Him to
make Christ vivid again - more real than fear, more
solid than distraction.

3) The Response: Joy makes surrender possible

Notice the motive: “in his joy.” The man does not
sell everything with clenched teeth; he lets go
with open hands because he has found something
better. The gospel does not invite you into a grim

trade - it invites you into a greater delight.
&
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Paul says it plainly: “I consider everything a loss
because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord” (Philippians 3:7-8). This joy is not
shallow optimism; it is strength for real days-“the
joy of the LORD is your strength” (Nehemiah 8:10).

Even Jesus endured the cross “for the joy set
before him” (Hebrews 12:2). When you feel the
cost of obedience, look again at Him-crucified and
risen-and ask for the joy that carries you forward.

4) The Exchange: what we “give up” is not
payment-it is release

Yes, both men “sold everything,” but Jesus is not
teaching that you can buy salvation. The kingdom
is God’s gift; Christ is received by faith. The “sell-
ing” pictures what faith does when it finally sees
true value: it releases lesser loves to lay hold of
the greater One.

Jesus promises that nothing entrusted to Him is
wasted: those who leave what must be left for His

sake receive more than they imagined, and “in the “THE KINGDOM

age to come eternal life” (Mark 10:29-30). In OF HEAVEN

losing your life for His sake, you find it (Matthew IS LIKE

- TREASURE HIDDEN

5) The Invitation: Come to Jesus today IN A FIELD.

Thist is offered, not doe ith WHIGHIA MAN

is treasure is offered, not earned. “Come... with-

out money and without cost” (Isaiah 55:1). If you FOUND COVERED UP.

are weary, Jesus’ voice is simple and personal: THEN IN HIS JOY

“Come to me... and | will give you rest” (Matthew HE GOES AND SELLS

11:28-30). ALL THAT HE HAS
AND BUYS THAT

Each morning, read Matthew 13:44-46 slowly, FIELD”

then pray, “Lord Jesus, make my heart glad in
You,” and choose one small act of obedience
that expresses your trust (forgive, confess, give
generously, serve quietly, or turn from a re-
peated sin).

www.faithcitychurch.in .
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Acts 21:11 shows the moment when Agabus
used the belt of Paul the Apostle to reveal the
suffering awaiting him in Jerusalem. It was a
clear warning, but not a command to retreat.

Paul understood something powerful that the
Holy Spirit sometimes reveals suffering, not to
stop us, but to prepare us.

So he chose obedience over comfort and purpose
over safety. As he said, he was ready not only to be
imprisoned but even to die for the name of the
Lord Jesus.

Hence his belt became:

- A reminder of suffering for his Master

- An assurance of his Master’s presence in the
journey

- A mark of his identity in Christ as obedience

Later, the Lord confirmed that his journey would
continue all the way to Rome.

What a life surrendered to God’s will as for him to
live was Christ and to die was gain!

What does our belt represent?
A mark of risk avoidance or
a mark of obedience?

And coming to us, he took Paul's belt and
bound his own feet and hands, and said,
“This is what the Holy Spirit says: 'In this
way the Jews at Jerusalem will bind the

man who owns this belt and deliver him
into the hands of the Gentiles."
— Acts 21:11 (NASB®)
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This world is not our home, it is a temporary
abode, what is seen is short lived and the unseen
realm is eternal. Life on earth is a passing shadow,
sometimes what is hidden is more powerful and
reflects through physical consequences during this
interim phase of our journey. Therefore, it is of
utmost importance to know your purpose, focus
on the final destination and fulfill it before it is too
late.

God is the Supernatural One, He is the creator and
everything that He created was for a purpose,
The ...

:.;“ LILIES : Hosea 14:5 says “l will be like the
dew to Israel ; he will blossom like a lily” . Israel
representing mankind and depending on the Holy
Sprit to grow, blossoms like a lily which symbolizes
purity and joy . The growth is swift, the result is a
beautiful change of heart and the flowering of
godly conduct. Song of Solomon uses lilies as a
metaphor for love and beauty. The lilies have shal-
low roots, they can be easily pulled out but within
the short span of their life, they spread their fra-
grance , beauty and serve their purpose .

5%; OLIVES : The olives represent the religious
privileges of the Israelites. The olive trees can
withstand harsh conditions and is a symbol of en-
durance and resilience. Olive oil is associated with
royalty, used to anoint those favored by God, to
anoint kings to office. The oil also represents the
Holy spirit and the depth of faith in Jesus Christ. In
1 Kings 6: 31, it says Olive wood was used to make
the doors at the entrance of the inner sanctuary of
the temple. The Olive tree knows its significance
and provides wood, fruit, oil to fulfill its purpose.

@ MUSTARD :It grows into a large plant though
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the seed is small in size. The mustard seed repre-
sents metaphorically the fullness of faith . Growth
of His Kingdom is from small beginnings. The influ-
ence and transformative power of faith can pro-
duce big changes. Mustard is used as spice before
cooking and also to add flavor by process called
tempering to the cooked dishes. The mustard is
tiny but knows its purpose and delivers its objec-
tive on earth.

@ VINE : It represents the spiritual benefits of
God’s people. Jesus says “ I'am the True Vine .”” His
careful cultivation is with expectation that His
people will bear fruit which denotes the union of
the divine and human nature , bound strongly in
the same spirit. John 15: 4 says Remain in me, as |
also remain in you. Nobranch can bear fruit by
itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you
bear fruit unless you remain in me. This verse
clearly denotes how a disciple must be securely
connected with the Lord . Vine boosts immunity ,
keeps a person hydrated and the antioxidant prop-
erties help protect the blood vessels . The vine is a
productive plant ,bearing fruit that has many ben-
efits.

. CEDAR: The Cedar tree is the glory of Leba-
non, it is a wood used as a substance for ritual
cleansing . Cedar wood was used by Solomon to
build the Lord’s temple . It denotes spiritual pros-
perity and moral integrity . The Cedar wood is
hard, durable, has a natural lustre and distinctive
long lasting fragrance. It is used as illustration in
many verses in the Bible , symbolises a powerful
nation in Ezekiel , flourishing of the righteous in
Psalms, majesty ,strength and glory of Christ in
Song of Songs. The cedar knows its significance
and its purpose.
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ACACIA :The Acacia wood was used in the
construction of the sacred container in the Ark of
the Covenant to hold the tablets of the Ten Com-
mandments God also instructed Moses to use the
acacia wood to make the framework, posts and
crossbar of the Tabernacle . Acacia provides du-
rable wood and has waterresistant properties . Its
use in making of the Tabernacle and the Ark of the
Covenant signifies worship and divine presence of
the Lord, connecting material world with the spiri-
tual realm.

@ DOVE: The dove is a herald of peace, a
symbol of hope and new life. Doves were offered
as acceptable sacrifice due to their purity. Doves
are amazing animals and can find their way home
over hundreds and thousands of kilometres . This
ability has been the reason to use them to deliver
messages to military leaders and royal or notable
figures . Doves are known to look out for calm en-
vironments and have a helpful nature . It says in
Luke 3:21 and 22, “Jesus was baptized too. And as
he was praying, heaven was opened, and the Holy
Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove”
This is a public display of Christ’s divine nature ,
the confirmation of His anointing. God’s creation is
perfect, even the little dove is obedient and com-
pletes its errand.

i*, RAVEN : This is a black, carnivorous bird
which is gifted with keen perception .Ravens are
known to have voracious appetite but in contra-
diction to their nature , Bible saysin 1 Kings 17: 4,
God ordered the ravens to feed Elijah with bread
and meat in the morning and in the evening .
Ravens are confident and have a graceful flight.
They are inquisitive birds , can recognize individu-
als and learn new behaviors by observation . The
verse “ Who provides food for the raven, when its
young cry out to God and wander about for lack of
food ?” reflects the divine parenting of our Lord
and His provision . The ravens do not sow or reap
and God provides for them . The ravens are oppor-
tunists but can be friendly to humans. God has a
purpose even for the raven.

@ SHEEP : A domesticated animal,, kept for its
wool , milk and meat . The skin was used in olden
days to make parchments to write. Wealthy
people owned flocks of sheep . It was a prized pos-
session and was also offered as sacrifice. The
sheep readily follow one another , willingly take
direction from their master and are humble. There
are many verses in the Bible that talk about the
Sheep and the Shepherd . Jesus is the Good Shep-
herd, the Good Shepherd lays down His life for the
sheep. The sheep symbolizes gentleness and inno-
cence. Jesus is in search of people who will like the
sheep be obedient to the master’s voice , follow
him and do His will.

DEER : The deer is considered as a beautiful
,eraceful, swift and sure footed animal. It is ad-
mired for its agility and grace . At times in an arid
land like Israel, the deer has to travel long distanc-
es to find clear water. When they sense danger
they can run swiftly even in difficult terrains. The
prophet mentions in Habakkuk 3:19 “The Sover-
eign LORD is my strength, He makes my feet like
the feet of a deer, He enables me to tread on the
heights. To be surefooted as a deer means to stand
firm or stand strong knowing where to go, when to
go and what to do. The deer in the Bible symbol-
izes the spiritual longing and it also reminds us to
reflect on our spiritual state , to pause and look
inward to evaluate one’s own thirst for the things
of the Spirit. The existence of the deer is for a pur-
pose and God is in charge and has control over it.

@ MANKIND : So God created mankind in His
own image, in the image of God He created them;
male and female He created them. God saw that

everything He created was good. He gave man au-
thority, so that they may rule over the fish in the
sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and
all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that
move along the ground. There are different stages
in the life of a human being, from infants, toddlers,
childhood , adolescence, and adulthood. It says in
the Bible , “Children are a heritage from the Lord ,
offspring a reward from Him.” In another verse , it
says “Train up a child in the way he should go
when he is old he will not depart from it.” The Lord
Almighty looks down from Heaven , His desire is
that at any stage in life , man made in his own
image must obey His commandments and be sub-
ject to His will. Ecclesiastes 12:1 reads - Remember
your Creator in the days of your youth and in
Psalms 103: 5 “Who satisfies your years with good
things. So that your youth is renewed like the
eagle.” It is at this phase in life that the worldy de-
sires try to dominate and rule the heart and mind.
Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil,
and he will flee from you. Ephesians 4: 15 says, In-
stead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to
become in every respect the mature body of him
who is the head, that is, Christ. We are the body of
Christ, our body represents the temple of God ,
where the Holy Spirit lives, it is the gift from God.
We are called by His name, formed and created for
His glory. We are to fear God and keep His com-
mandments, for this is the duty of all mankind.
During Jesus’ life on Earth, He cared for the poor,
healed the sick and never turned a deaf ear to
anyone’s cry for help. His love is endless and avail-
able to all of us. Jesus taught us to forgive and to
love our enemies. We are to follow in His foot-
steps. Our purpose in this world will be fulfilled
when we hear His voice, submit to His call, rely
only in His presence and stay in the center of His
will. “KNOW YOUR PURPOSE, FOR EVERY-
THING HE MADE WAS FOR A REASON AND WITH

A SPECIAL PURPOSE"”’
o®e
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GOOD
NEWS

AN ETERNAL
HOME
AWAITS YOU

Have you ever noticed how people promise to stay
with you? Whether it’s your parents, your spouse,
or your dearest ones, they say, “I'll be there for
you till my last breath.”

And yet, deep down, we know that their presence
is limited by time, by life itself. Life is fragile.
People grow old, circumstances change, and one
day, we must part.

So, who will be with us beyond the boundaries of
this world? Who can walk with us through death
and into eternity?

John 14:2-3 says: "In my father’s house are many
mansions: if it were not so, | would have told you.
| go to prepare a place for you. And if | go and pre-
pare a place for you, | will come again and receive
you unto myself; that where | am, there ye may be
also."

No human can offer what Jesus does. Even the
deepest love is limited by time, by life, by mortal-
ity. But Jesus? He prepares an eternal home for us
and promises to return from Heaven to bring us
into glory.

He doesn’t just say, “I love you.” He proves it by:
Leaving Heaven (Philippians 2:6-8) -humbled Him-
self to become one of us

Suffering on the Cross (Romans 5:8) -He bore our
sins.

Rising Again (1 Corinthians 15:20-22) - Conquered
death, giving life to all who believe.

Preparing an Eternal Home (John 14:2-3) - A place
where no sorrow, pain, and tears. This is not duty,
nor is it obligation. It is pure, eternal love a love
that yearns for closeness, delights in fellowship,
and calls us to true belonging.

Only Jesus loves you enough to die for you, live for
you, and come back for you.

Let His love sinks deep into your heart. He knows
your name, your struggles, your joys, your fears.
He whispers to you every day: "Come unto me, all
ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest" (Matthew 11:28).

Because of His love, you are never alone. You are
never forgotten. And one day, you will see the full-
ness of His promise eternal life with Him, face to
face (1 John 3:2)

So today, let us open our hearts to our Heavenly
Father and say with immense love:

“Abba Father, we love You deeply, and we wait
with joyful anticipation for Your coming. We long
for the day when You will take us into the eternal
home You have lovingly prepared for us.

Maranatha! Come, Lord Jesus, and make all
things new.

“In my father’s house are many mansions...
| go to prepare a place for you...

I will come again and receive you unto Myself”.
eQe

True Light|




STRATEGIC
WAY T0

yicToRy

"Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and He shall
sustain thee: he shall never suffer the righteous
to be moved”
(Psalm 55:22)

When we lift our eyes to Jesus, automatically we
cast our burden on the Lord. Then as we praise
God, we realize how comparatively insignificant
demonic forces are, and how fully defeated in Cal-
vary. Presence of the Lord gives us courage to
stand in Jesus' name.

Spiritual battles are won in the invisible world by
prayer. Gabriel told Daniel that Michael had to
defeat the opposing evil spirits before he could
deliver Daniel's answer for prayer. Demons fear
the presence and authority of Jesus. We have vic-
tory through the power of His precious blood.

Let us make it a practice to praise God more
and more. Praise is more effective in spiritual
warfare than an atom bomb in military battle.
Praise is a strategic way to victory..!
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In the quiet moments of reflection, a simple yet
powerful question arises: Who do you truly pri-
oritize in your life?

Not by what you say - but by how you spend your
time.

Each day, we are given the same 24 hours. Yet,
how we use those hours speaks volumes about
what holds first place in our hearts. From the
moment we wake up, our schedules begin to fill-
work, studies, responsibilities, family needs, and
even moments lost to scrolling or distractions.
Hours pass quickly, and by the end of the day, we
often feel exhausted, having poured ourselves into
everything that demanded our attention.

But where, in all of this, is God?

If we pause and examine our day honestly, many
of us may realize that while we dedicate hours to
our responsibilities, only a few fleeting moments if
any - are intentionally given to prayer, Scripture, or
simply being in God’s presence. And this leads us
to a deeper truth: time is the clearest reflection of
priority.

The Bible gently but firmly reminds us in Matthew
6:33, “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righ-
teousness.” This is not merely a suggestion - it is
an invitation to reorder our lives. God is not meant
to fit into the leftover spaces of our day. He is
meant to be at the center of it.

Yet, in reality, many of us live differently. We pri-
oritize what feels urgent over what is eternal.
Deadlines take precedence over devotion. Re-
sponsibilities overshadow relationship. Without
even realizing it, we begin to rely more on our own
strength than on God’s guidance.
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Still, Scripture calls us back. In Psalm 46:10, we
hear the quiet command: “Be still, and know that |
am God.” In a world that constantly demands
movement, productivity, and noise, God invites us
into stillness—a space where we can reconnect,
realign, and remember who truly sustains us.

So, the question is not meant to bring guilt, but
awareness: Who do you prioritize more - God,
or everything else?

The answer is not found in our intentions, but in
our daily choices. The good news is that priorities
can be realigned. It doesn’t require hours of dras-
tic change, but a willing heart. A few intentional
moments - starting the day with prayer, reflecting
on God’s Word, or inviting Him into everyday deci-
sions - can gradually shift our focus.

Because when God becomes our priority, ev-
erything else begins to fall into its rightful
place.

FIRST

MAKE ROOM FOR WHO MATTERS MOST
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Why do we seek validation or confirmation from a
world that crucified and rejected a perfect man?

1 Samuel 16:7 says that the Lord does not look at
the things people look at. People look at the out-
ward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.

David was probably around 5ft tall, the youngest
among his brothers and people thought that he
was not worthy of fighting Goliath, the giant who
was around 9 feet tall. But David believed that the
God who delivers him from the lions will deliver
him from this giant as well. Later, we see that he
also becomes the King's son-in-law even though
he was from a clan not well-known.

Ruth Rachel Reji

God doesn't care about our physical appearance
nor should we. It's okay if people mock us or reject
us based on our looks. They mocked Jesus too, a
blameless man; how much more should we not
expect it?

Let this be a reminder to not seek validation from
the world but rather think about making our heart
pleasing to God. We should aim to please God and
not humans. God cares about our heart more than
anything else.

Also remember that when God is with you, the
giants in your life won't be the same anymore.
He is greater than the giants in your life!l
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The cross of Jesus Christ is more than a symbol of
suffering; it is the greatest revelation of who God
truly is. When we look at the cross, our under-
standing of God, love, and humanity is trans-
formed.

1. The Cross Gives Us a New Vision of God

The apostle Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:11-6:2
that “God was in Christ reconciling the world to
Himself” The cross corrects many faulty under-
standings people have about approaching God.
Some believe that we must reach God through
many mediators or human systems. But the cross
shows something different: God Himself came to
us in Christ.

In Jesus, we see the beautiful mystery of the Trin-
ity - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, working together
for the redemption of humanity. It was not a
moment where Christ was abandoned and left
alone. Rather, God was in Christ, actively reconcil-
ing the world.

It is like two hands reaching and holding each
other: God in Christ, and Christ in God. The cross
reveals that God Himself stepped into our broken-
ness to restore us.

2. The Cross Is the Place Where God Reveals
Himself

The cross is the place where God fully reveals His
nature. In Jesus we see the Servant King, the One
who leads not through domination but through
humble service.

For a human being, the point of absolute power-
lessness is death. Death represents the end of all
human strength. Yet it was precisely at this
moment that God’s power was displayed most
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clearly. Through the death of Christ, God defeated
sin and opened the way for salvation.

What appeared to be weakness was actually
divine strength. What looked like defeat became
the greatest victory.

3. The Cross Reveals the True Meaning of Love
The cross gives us a clear and powerful under-
standing of what true love really is. In Ephesians
5:2, we are called to “walk in love, just as Christ
loved us and gave Himself up for us.” This shows us
that love is not just a feeling or an emotion. It is a
choice and a commitment.

The love of God, as seen on the cross, is willing to
sacrifice. It is patient in suffering and faithful even
in the hardest moments. This love accepts us as
we are, without conditions, and gently works to
cleanse and restore us. It protects us, covers our
weaknesses, and never gives up on us, even when
we fail.

The Bible tells us that God is love, and this love
was revealed to us in a real and personal way
through Jesus of Nazareth. When we look at the
cross, we do not just see suffering, but we see love
in its purest form. In this way, the cross completely
changes and deepens our understanding of what
love truly means.

4. The Cross Changes How We See People

Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:16-17 that we
should no longer look at people from an outward,
human point of view. Normally, we tend to evalu-
ate others based on their appearance, social
status, or worldly value. This is our natural way of
thinking.
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But even Jesus of Nazareth did not fit into these
human expectations of greatness. People looked
at Him externally and failed to recognize who He
truly was. The cross broke this wrong way of think-
ing and revealed the truth about real worth and
honor.

In the same way, the cross corrects our under-
standing. It shows us that judging by outward ap-
pearance is nhot right. When Paul says we should
no longer see people in a worldly way, he means
that our thinking must change because of what
Christ has done.

The cross cleanses our vision. It removes the blind-
ness in our eyes and helps us to see others
through Jesus. Instead of judging people based on
what we see outside, we learn to accept, embrace,
and receive one another in love.

5. The Cross Gives Us a New Perspective on Pain
and Shame

Life often brings painful questions. Do we always
have perfect families? Do we raise children with-
out struggles? Are our prayers always answered
exactly the way we expect?

Sometimes our prayers seem to be answered in
ways opposite to what we desire. In those mo-
ments we may cry out, “Lord, where are You?”

The cross reminds us that God is present even in
our moments of suffering and shame. He may not
always remove the pain immediately, but He walks
with us through it. His love sustains us and carries
us forward.

Through the cross, God calls us to something
greater than living only for ourselves. We are
called to share His love with others.

Paul reminds us that we are ambassadors for this
gospel, “Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ,
as though God were making His appeal through
us.” (2 Corinthians 5:20). This means we are called
to represent Christ and share His love with others.
The message of the cross invites us to open our
hearts and welcome people into the embrace of
God’s love.

What once seemed like the darkest day in history
became Good Friday because of what God did
through Jesus. As it is written, “God demonstrates
His own love for us in this: While we were still sin-
ners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). Through
Christ and the Holy Spirit, God is reaching out and
drawing people close to Him.

The cross reveals the God we serve, a God who
loves, sacrifices, and restores. It changes how we
see God, how we understand love, and how we
see one another.

Therefore, let us respond with gratitude and
worship. Let us embrace the One who em-
braced us first.

Let us worship the King of Kings.
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OUR SERVICES

9.30 AM - 11.00 AM
(English Service)
11.30 AM - 1.00 PM
(Malayalam Service)

Bible Study
9.00 AM - 10.30 AM
(Online - Zoom)
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Saint John , NB, Canada
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