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The whole world is eagerly watching FIFA. Millions of
people are excited, making plans, adjusting their
schedules, and arranging their daily routines just to
make time to watch their favorite teams play. Families
prepare meals early, finish their responsibilities, and
even change their prayer times so they can sit togeth-
er and enjoy the game. The passion, excitement, and
dedication are truly remarkable.

But it makes us think deeply: Do we have the same ea-
gerness and preparation for the return of our Lord
Jesus Christ?

The Bible reminds us that Jesus will come again. His
return is not a distant story but a promise we should
prepare for every day. In Matthew 24:44, Jesus says,
“Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man
is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

How many of us intentionally set aside time to sit in
God’s presence, meditate on His Word, and strength-
en our relationship with Him? How many of us eagerly
wait for the voice of our Savior with the same excite-
ment that people have while waiting for a sports
event?

The things of this world can capture our attention for
a few hours, but the things of God have eternal value.
We carefully plan our schedules for temporary events,
yet sometimes we struggle to dedicate even a few
moments to prayer, worship, and reading the Bible.

Jesus said in Matthew 6:33, “But seek first the king-
dom of God and His righteousness, and all these
things will be added to you.” When we make God our
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priority, our hearts become ready for His coming.

Let us examine our lives. Are we more excited about
earthly events than the greatest event in history the
return of our Lord? Let us cultivate a hunger for God’s
presence, spend time in prayer, treasure His Word,
and live with a heart that eagerly awaits His coming.
One day, the trumpet will sound, and the King of Kings
will return. May we not be found unprepared, but
may we be a people who can joyfully say, “Come, Lord
Jesus!” (Revelation 22:20)

Let our greatest anticipation not be for the things
happening on earth, but for the glorious day when we
see our Savior face to face.
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A ship rarely goes off course because of one dramatic
turn. More often, it drifts little by little—through un-
noticed currents, neglected corrections, and small
movements that seem harmless at first. In much the
same way, our spiritual lives do not usually decline all
at once. We drift quietly, slowly, almost without real-
izing it. That is one of the sobering lessons we learn
from the life of Gideon.

When we first meet Gideon in Judges 6, he is not
standing like a hero. He is hiding in a winepress,
threshing wheat in fear because the Midianites have
oppressed Israel. Yet it is there—in weakness, confu-
sion, and insecurity—that the Lord meets him. God
greets him with words that seem almost impossible:
“The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.” Gideon did not
feel strong, and he certainly did not look brave. But
God called him not merely by what he was, but by
what God’s grace would make him.

That truth is an encouragement to every believer. God
often finds us in hidden places—when we are tired,
uncertain, burdened, or afraid. He does not wait until
we feel ready before He speaks His purpose over our
lives. His calling is rooted in His presence, not in our
confidence. The strength we need does not begin
with us; it begins with the Lord who says, “I will be
with you.”

But Gideon’s story does not end with victory. God
used him mightily, reducing his army so that no one
could mistake the source of triumph. The battle be-
longed to the Lord. Yet later, after success, Gideon
began to drift. The man who once depended on God
slowly allowed compromise, ambition, and misplaced
devotion to enter his life. His story reminds us that the
season after victory can sometimes be more danger-
ous than the season of struggle. Many of us know
how to cry out to God in trouble, but it takes grace
and vigilance to stay humble when life is going well.
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This is where Gideon'’s life becomes deeply personal
for us. It is possible to begin in surrender and later
rely on ourselves. It is possible to experience God’s
help in one season and then grow careless in the next.
Spiritual drift often begins quietly—in small compro-
mises, hidden pride, or a heart that slowly moves
away from simple dependence on the Lord. Outward
success does not always mean inward faithfulness.

The good news is that the same God who called
Gideon in weakness is the God who still calls us back
when we begin to drift. He is merciful enough to meet
us in the winepress, and He is merciful enough to
warn us after the battle. The prayer of a faithful be-
liever is not only, “Lord, use me,” but also, “Lord, keep
me close.” We do not simply need grace to start well;
we need grace to remain humble, obedient, and sur-
rendered all the way to the end.

Today, let Gideon'’s story lead you to quiet reflection.
Are you in a season of fear, needing courage? God is
with you. Are you in a season of blessing, needing hu-
mility? Stay near Him. The safest place in every
season—whether in weakness or in victory—is at the
feet of the Lord. May our prayer be this: “Lord, let me
not only be called by grace, but kept by surrender.”
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Exodus 3:7
The Lord said, “lI have indeed seen the misery of
my people in Egypt. | have heard them crying out
because of their slave drivers, and | am concerned
about their suffering”.

The assurance of a child of God is that God sees,
hears, and is concerned about us. Some of our prayers
may not be answered in the time we expect. Some of
our prayers may not be answered in the way we want.
Some of our prayers may not be answered at all. But
one thing is assured "God sees, hears, and is con-
cerned about us".

In Christian history, we heard about George Muller,
who lived a life that was one of the greatest demon-
strations of answered prayer. When he died, he had
50,000 documented answers to prayer! It seems in
eleven years, he had received five thousand answers
to prayer.

In the course of his lifetime, he had received some
thirty thousand answers to prayer within the same
day of asking; for some things, he had been praying
every day for over thirty years, and the answer hadn't
come. It is said that he prayed for 63 years for one
man to come to Christ before that man ended up
doing so!

“Don’t let yesterday’s seemingly unanswered prayers
stop you from praying in faith today."
George Muller
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"For whatsoever things were written aforetime
were written for our learning, that we through pa-
tience and comfort of the scriptures might have
hope."( Romans 15:4).

The more we live in God's word, the stronger our
spiritual life will become. Referring to the old testa-
ment, Paul wrote:" everything that was written in the
past was written to reach us, so that through endur-
ance and encouragement of the scriptures, we might
have hope."

After recounting how God used Moses to bring Israel
out of Egypt, Paul wrote, " these things happened to
them as examples and we're written as warnings for
us." ( 1 Corinthians 10:11). God intends us to learn
and apply personally the examples found in the Bible.
Every example found in God's word is for our edifica-
tion.

May the Lord help us to mature our spiritual life from
the bread of life. Certainly there is life in God's word.
Written word should turn out to be Rhema. We live in
a world where Satan spread several traps.  Just as Is-
raelites faced manifold enemies in their journey
through the wilderness, we too may face trials.

But , the captain of the army is ahead us to clear all
obstacles. We need to trust Him and discern all pos-
sible diversions. Take care of all warnings in the scrip-
tures.
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GOD

Who Turns
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Sherin Jijen

We have all experienced reproach at some point in
our lives. Sometimes, we have no answers to give
except a weeping heart. People see only what is on
the outside, but God knows our hearts. He is faithful
and able to change our situation, no matter what we
ase going through, because Jesus Christ bore the ulti-
mate reproach in this world. He suffered public mock-
ing, ridicule and rejection from those who around
him.

Some examples can be found in the Old Testament

Sarah, the wife of Abraham, She is known for her re-
markable beauty and devotion to God. Sarah faced
the deep sorrow of being unable to bear children for
many years. She was despised by her maid. But God
fullfilled his promise to her and blessed with a son
Isaac to her old age. It is a testimony of God's faithful-
ness even when circumstances seem impossible.

Rachel, she was the beloved wife of Jacob. He
served Laban seven additional years for Rachel. She
struggled with infertility. God remembered her and
gave a son Joseph and taken away her reproach.

Hannah, she was one of the two wives of Elkana.
He gave her a worthy portion. But she was greatly
provoked and distressed by Peninnah, because she
had no children. In her sorrow, Hannah prayed ear-
nestly to God and he answered her a son Samuel, who
later became a prophet and judge of Israel.

Jeremiah 32:27 - Behold, | am the LORD, the God
of all flesh, is there anything too hard for me?

God is able to reverse the most difficult situations, re-
moving shame, reproach and insecurity and replacing
them with joy, purpose and blessing according to his
will.
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Trust not on your own
understanding but in the Lord.

Whatever you do, seek His guidance all the time.Most
of the time, we tend to trust our instincts first and
then run to God after we mess up.

Seek God first. His plans are way better than ours and
knows us better than ourselves. Jesus always loves to
answer better than we ask.

So, remember to always trust in the Lord and not lean
on our own understanding. Submit all your plans to
the Lord and have faith that He will do what is neces-
sary for us. We think we need everything but God
knows what's necessary at that point of time!
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OUR SERVICES

9.30 AM - 11.00 AM
(English Service)
11.30 AM - 1.00 PM
(Malayalam Service)

Bible Study
9.00 AM - 10.30 AM
(Online - Zoom)
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FAITH CITY CHURCH
Saint John , NB, Canada
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Contct Us

+1(506)898-4691
cfaithcity@gmail.com

www.faithcitychurch.in
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Faith City Church

509 Woodward Avenue,
Saint John, NB - E2K4N1




