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Editorial

“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand
firm, then...” - Galatians 5:1

Freedom is a precious gift, but true freedom is not
simply the ability to do whatever we want. Christ set
us free so that we could live for Him, not become
slaves to our own desires.

Independence means learning to make our own deci-
sions and take responsibility for our choices. But as
Christians, we should never confuse independence
with living without God. “Trust in the Lord with all
your heart and lean not on your own understanding”
(Proverbs 3:5).

Every choice we make matters. Our words, actions, re-
lationships, and decisions reflect who we are. The
Bible reminds us, “Each of us will give an account of
ourselves to God” (Romans 14:12). Freedom, there-
fore, should always walk hand in hand with responsi-
bility.

Paul also reminds us, “Do not use your freedom to in-
dulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in
love” (Galatians 5:13).

So let us stand firm when temptation comes, choose

what is right even when it is difficult, and use our free-
dom to love God and serve others.

www.faithcitychurch.in

We are free to chaose but let us choose what honors God.
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Pastor’s Column

TRUSTING GOD

INSTEAD OF OURSELVES

Pr. Sachin Mathew
Faith City Church

A devotional on surrendering self-reliance and
seeking the Lord.

“For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth
to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed
to him.” - 2 Chronicles 16:9

Self-reliance can look like strength. We plan carefully,
work hard, and use the abilities God has given us. Yet
a quiet danger appears when we begin to depend on
these things more than we depend on the Lord. The
issue is not whether we should act responsibly; it is
whether we seek God before trusting our own
strength.

King Asa had once experienced God’s deliverance in
an overwhelming battle. Later, however, he faced an-
other threat and relied on a human alliance instead of
seeking the Lord. His plan appeared to work, but
prophet Hanani exposed the deeper problem: Asa’s
confidence had shifted from God to human power. A
solution may succeed outwardly while our hearts qui-
etly move away from dependence on God.

www.faithcitychurch.in

When pressure rises, where do you turn first? Perhaps
it is experience, money, influence, technology, or an-
other person’s approval. These may be useful gifts,
but they cannot take God’s place. Proverbs 3:5-6 calls
us to trust the Lord with all our heart and not lean on
our own understanding. Seeking Him does not mean
avoiding wise action; it means letting prayer, Scrip- J]
ture, and obedience direct our action. '

Before making your next important decision, pause
and pray: “Lord, what would You have me do?”
Scripture, listen patiently, and then move forward
obedience. Use your abilities faithfully, but place your
confidence in God rather than in yourself.

Dependence on God is not weakness. It is the humble
recognition that our wisdom is limited while His i
perfect. God is not looking only for capable peog
He is looking for hearts fully committed to H
Lord who carries us through great crisis also wan
guide us through ordinary choices.

True Light August 2026



-

= Iﬂi-._

In the Bible, various questions are raised in relation to
certain individuals, which establishes the fact that
who they were in the past or early times, what they
became in the future or later history, or how God
made them outstanding and well-known persons to
be remembered even today. Among them, probably
Joseph, son of Jacob in the Old Testament, was one of
the best examples - a man with God’s Spirit.

Among the twelve sons of Jacob, Joseph was very spe-
cial and unique because of his visions, and he be-
lieved that one day these visions would be fulfilled.
But his brothers always had questions about these vi-
sions, and they hated him. They said to each other,
“Let us see what will be his dreams” (Genesis 37:20).
They said it not with good intentions, but absolutely
with the wrong motive to destroy him. Jacob’s special
consideration for Joseph also caused them to take
more revenge against him.

It is true that for the fulfilment of the visions, Joseph
had to pay a great price. Among the children, Joseph
had to go through the hardest rejections and various
afflictions in different places and situations. As a
father, Jacob was more sorrowful over Joseph than
any of his other sons (Genesis 37:34-35; 42:36).

www.faithcitychurch.in

Pr. K.J Philip

History proves that in the life of Jacob,
he was more joyful about Joseph than
all his other sons. Once he said, “| have
no more Joseph,” but the whole story
changed when he came to know that
Joseph was alive. lacob said, “Yes,
Joseph is alive. | will go and definitely
see him” (Genesis 45:26-28).

The time had come for the fulfilment of
his visions-exactly, Joseph’s exaltation.
For that, God sent a famine in the land
of Egypt. During that time, Pharaoh, the
ruler, sought a proper person to lead the
nation for its existence. Pharaoh himself
found Joseph to be the best person for it
because he was a man of God’s Spirit
(Genesis 41:38). No other qualifications
or background were enquired about Joseph to place
him in that position.

This was the beginning of Joseph’s exaltation and the
fulfilment of his visions. Joseph clearly knew that it
was not his or others” will or plan, but absolutely
God’s plan and purpose for the salvation of His own
people (Genesis 45:5-8), and that God alone had sent
him to Egypt. It is also true that God controls history,
and everything happens according to His plan and
purpose.

Itis true that Joseph could have taken revenge against
his brethren, who did evil to him. But as a man of
God'’s Spirit, he forgave them and, in return, did good
to them (Genesis 50:20-21). Also, as a man of God’s
Spirit, he had a proper vision concerning the future of
his people-that God would take them back to their
homeland, for Egypt was not their permanent place.
He reminded his brethren about their departure. As a
man of God’s Spirit, he was a man of clear hope and
expectations (Genesis 50:24-25; Hebrews 11:22).

Joseph's exaltation never caused him to lose his vision
and spiritual quality in any negative situation he en-
countered in his life. Until the end, he was a man of
God’s Spirit. Let us be people of God’s Spirit so that
God will exalt us too in due time.
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FOLLY OF
HUMAN PLA}

“There are many plans in a man's heart, nevertheless
the Lord's counsel- that will stand"(Proverbs 19:21)

Human beings are planners by nature. We calculate,
organize and devise strategies to secure our future.
We carefully arrange our lives, convinced that fore-
sight and intelligence will guarantee success. Yet,
scripture reminds us that human planning, when de-
tached from God,is ultimately futile.

Our plans are limited because our vision is
limited.God, however, see the end from the begin-
ning. Even when our intentions appear noble, they
are often mixed with pride or fear. In contrast, God's
plans are holy, purposeful and perfectly aligned with

truth. What we perceive as delay or loss may be part
of a greater design,we can't yet conceive.

Many relationships endure only as long as they are
convenient or beneficial. Rewards of aligning with
God's plan are far reaching and eternal. Acts of faith
echo after our life time. We will certainly witness
great and far reaching results, just by trusting the
Lord. Qur God is great..!!

Many éir'é:'?'tﬁé:_plansm a

but it is the Lord’s purp

w,
- —

Proverbs 1 9@;2’%:3‘ '-*;‘_;-E_ " i
-~ - -- 2 .,_
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Benjamin Edakkara
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DECEPTIVE
MASK OF
DISOBEDIENCE
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Evg. Simjan Jacob

Jonah 1:3 — "But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from
the presence of the Lord..."

Jonah was a frustrated prophet attempting to run
from God's call. Interestingly, the path he chose did
not appear unreasonable from a human perspective.
He simply boarded a ship headed in the opposite di-
rection. Yet the Holy Spirit describes his action as
"fleeing from the presence of the Lord."

How can anyone flee from the presence of an omni-
present God?

The answer reveals a profound spiritual principle: the
moment we choose the path of disobedience, we
begin moving away from the fellowship and favor of
God's presence. We cannot escape God's sight, but
we can distance ourselves from His will.

The irony in Jonah's story is that even while walking in
disobedience, he could still give an impressive testi-
mony about God. When asked who he was, Jonah
confidently declared: "I am a Hebrew, and | fear the
Lord, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the
dry land." (Jonah 1:9)

His confession was correct, but his direction was
wrong.

The same danger exists today. We can speak the right
language, attend church, participate in ministry, and
maintain a religious appearance, yet still be resisting
God's specific will for our lives.May we not settle for
looking spiritual while living in disobedience.

As the prophet Samuel declared: "Behold, to obey is
better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of
rams." (1 Samuel 15:22)

Let us seek the grace to walk in complete surrender,
for the safest place on earth is in the center of God's
will.

Remember God is not merely looking for our profes-
sion; He demands our obedience.
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WHO HELPS
OTHERS RISE

One word. One moment. One life lifted.

In a world that often tears people down, we are called
to be people who lift others up. The life of Barnabas
gives us a beautiful picture of what that looks like.

Barnabas was known as the “son of encouragement”
(Acts 4:36). Encouragement was more than some-
thing he said-it was the way he lived. He had the abil-
ity to look beyond someone’s past and see the poten-
tial God had placed within them.

He Saw God’s Purpose in Saul

When others were afraid of Saul because of his past,
Barnabas stood beside him and brought him to the
apostles (Acts 9:26-27). His support helped Saul gain
acceptance among the believers and move forward in
God’s calling. Later, Barnabas searched for Saul and
brought him to Antioch, where they ministered to-
gether (Acts 11:25-26). Saul would eventually
become known as Paul, one of the most influential
apostles in the early Church.

He Believed in a Second Chance

When John Mark lost the confidence of others, Barna-
bas was willing to give him another opportunity (Acts
15:37-39). That second chance mattered. Mark con-
tinued in ministry, and years later Paul recognized him
as “useful to me for ministry” (2 Timothy 4:11).
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Sometimes, one encouraging word can give someone
the courage to continue. One second chance can
become the beginning of a new chapter. One person
who believes in us can help us see what God has
placed within us.

When we lift others up, we can become instruments
through which God brings hope, strength, healing,
and purpose into their lives.

So, pause and ask yourself:
“Who is encouraging me?” But more importantly,
“Whose life am | encouraging?”

Let Barnabas remind us that we do not have to be
famous or powerful to make a difference. Sometimes,
simply believing in someone, standing beside them,
and speaking words of hope can change the direction
of their life.

Therefore, encourage one another and build each
other up.” — 1 Thessalonians 5:11
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EADER'S

EFLECTIONS

“Praise The Lord. | took time to read and
indeed | felt like reading. Well laid
out letter. All the articles are concurrent
and perfectly representing
the thought of today by the age group
of today. You have a wonderful team
of believers. All of them are blessed
and well qualified”

Pr. John Abraham

“| just started reading
the article and it
really touched my heart”

Dr. Prameetha

“Blessed articles.
Glory to God. God Bless”

Dr. Roshni Philip
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Come as You are. Grow in Faith. Find Your Family
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FAITH CITY CHURCH

SAINT JOHN, CANADA

A Christ-centered community where people of all ages can
Worship, Connect, Grow and Serve

OUR SERVICES
+1(506)898-4691

9.30 AM - 11.00 AM cfaithcity@gmail.com

(English Service)

11.30 AM - 1.00 PM Follow Us

(Malayalam Service) =
f @ o

Faith City Church
Saturday
Bible Study

92.00 AM - 10.30 AM 509 Woodward Avenue,
(Online - Zoom) Saint John, NB - E2K4N
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