July 2026

Illuminating The Truth




TRUE LIGHT

TABLE OF CONTENTS

03

Editorial

Prayer that
Changed
Generations

Serin Toms

07

El Roi
The God
who Sees

Blessy Sujith

04

Pastor's
Column

The Heart, God
was Looking for

Pr. Sachin Mathew

08

@Rl
@rsSlmameilalavin

eERGENCY §

Benjamin Edakkara

13

Crowns

sruthy Philo

05

Sweeter than
Honey

e

Prakash V Mathew

10

Handling Your
Why
Questions

Evg. Simjan Jacob

14

siellalg
(al @003 Em 3

Susan Mathews

06

Are We Raising
a Generation
That Knows God.
Or Just Knows
about Hime

Dinu Hizabeth Arun

1

Patience and
Perseverance

Manju Mallesh

15

Bearing much
Fruit for
The Lord

Ruth Reji



Editorial

"The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and ef-
fective." - James 5:16

When we read history, we often remember great
kings, leaders, and achievements. But God remem-
bers something even more powerful - the prayers of
His people. A sincere prayer offered in faith can touch
not only our own lives but also the generations that
follow.

King Hezekiah was one of the faithful kings of Judah.
However, there came a time when he faced a situa-
tion beyond human ability. The prophet Isaiah came
to him with a difficult message: "Set your house in
order, for you shall die."

In that moment of fear and uncertainty, Hezekiah did
not lose hope. He turned to God, prayed with tears,
and poured out his heart before the Lord. God heard
his prayer and showed him mercy by adding fifteen
more years to his life (2 Kings 20:1-6).

Those added years became part of God's greater plan.
During this time, Manasseh was born, and later he
became king of Judah at the age of twelve. Years af-
terward, his grandson Josiah became king when he
was only eight years old.

Just imagine that.

An eight-year-old child carrying the responsibility of a
kingdom. A twelve-year-old making decisions that
would affect an entire nation.

When we look at children today, we see them learn-
ing, growing, and discovering the world around them.
It is difficult to imagine them carrying such great re-
sponsibilities. Yet the Bible reminds us that God can
use young lives for His purposes.

This teaches us an important lesson: our children are
not just the future of our families; they are also part

EJ True Light 2026 July

PRAYER THAT
Q CHANGED
A GENERATIONS

R i

of God's plan today. God sees potential in them even
when they are young.

As parents, grandparents, teachers, and members of
the church, our responsibility is not only to help chil-
dren become successful in life but also to help them
know and love God. The greatest gift we can give the
next generation is a strong foundation of faith.

The child sitting quietly in Sunday school today may
become a servant of God tomorrow. The child learn-
ing Bible verses today may one day encourage many
people through God's Word. The young person wor-
shipping God today may become a light for Christ in
the world.

We should never underestimate the power of prayer.
The prayers of a mother, the faithfulness of a father,
and the united prayers of a church can become bless-
ings for generations to come.

The lives of Manasseh and Josiah also remind us that
every generation has a choice. Manasseh turned away
from God for a time but later humbled himself before
Him. Josiah, even at a young age, chose to seek the
Lord and brought spiritual renewal to the nation.

Our children may not wear earthly crowns, but they
are called to serve the King of kings.

Let us pray for them, guide them in God's Word, and
encourage them to follow Christ from a young age.
The prayers we offer today may become the testimo-
nies our children and grandchildren share tomorrow.
May God raise a generation from our homes and
churches that loves Him, follows His Word, and shines
His light wherever they go.

Our prayers do not end with us; they continue
through the generations that follow.

www.faithcitychurch.in




Pastor’s Column

Ehurch.in

-

Pr. Sachin Mathew
Faith City Church

Genesis 22:2 says, “Take your son, your only son Isaac,
whom you love...”

God was looking for an earthly family through whom
His redemptive plan would unfold. But He was not
merely looking for a name in a genealogy; He was
looking for a heart. In Abraham, God found a man
who trusted Him beyond what he could see, obeyed
Him beyond what he could understand, and surren-
dered to Him what he loved most. Abraham’s journey
reminds us that true faith is not only spoken with our
lips; it is revealed in the places where we choose to
trust God completely.

Abraham’s willingness to offer Isaac reveals more
than human obedience; it gently points us to the
heart of God Himself. Abraham was willing to give his
beloved son, yet God provided a substitute. Centuries
later, God would not withhold His own Son, Jesus
Christ, but would give Him for the salvation of the
world. In this sacred moment, we see a shadow of the
cross: what Abraham was prepared to do in faith, God
fulfilled in perfect love.

Jesus was born as a descendant of Abraham, fulfilling
the promise that through Abraham’s seed all nations
would be blessed. The story of Abraham and Isaac is
therefore more than a test of faith; it is an invitation
to behold the gospel. It reminds us that God sees our
surrender, provides in our need, and blesses through
our obedience. The greatest blessing given to human-
ity is Jesus, the promised Son and the Lamb of God,
who was given for us.

As we reflect on this truth, we are invited to examine
our own hearts. Is there an “Isaac” in our lives-
something precious that God is asking us to place in
His hands? Surrender is never easy, but in God’s
hands, surrender is never wasted. When we yield to
Him, we are not losing our future; we are entrusting it
to the Father who gave His Son for us and remains
faithful to fulfill every promise.

May the Lord give us hearts like Abraham’s—hearts
that trust when the path is unclear, obey when the
cost is high, and worship even on the mountain of sur-
render. May our lives point others to Jesus, the be-
loved Son of God, through whom every promise finds
its fulfilment.
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Sweeter than

Hone

"Thy words were found, and | eat them; and thy word
was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart."
( Jeremiah 15:16)~

The food of the Word is always a tremendous source
of blessing as we begin any prayer time. As the Psalm-
ist says , “How sweet are your promises to my taste,
sweeter than honey to my mouth." (Psalms 119:103)

We cannot maintain spiritual health and life apart
from feasting on the words of Jesus. It involves read-
ing, understanding and obeying. As scripture is our es-
sential diet; there is no alternative for a Christian.

There is a chorus that begins:
"Every promise in the Book is mine,
Every chapter, every verse, every line..."

As a spiritual family, let us cling to the promises daily.
We know that there are many things which the world
offers. Worldly plans, projects, seemingly wise phi-
losophies, all lead us astray from the divine purpose.
All human knowledge is just folly before God's great
wisdom. Just trust the Word with all heart and do not
lean on our own understanding. By and by, we will see
the glory of God's exciting plans reveal for us in due
time.

"Be still and know that | am the Lord.." is really a won-
derful promise for us..!!

Prakash V Mathew




We Raising a Generat
Knows God...

We are living in a generation with unlimited access to
information. Our children can navigate smartphones
before they can read, recognize the logos of global
brands, name YouTubers and influencers, and explain
the latest technology with remarkable confidence.

But if we asked them about Abraham's faith, Esther's
courage, David's repentance, or the sacrifice of Christ,
would they know?

This is not a criticism of today's children. It is a ques-
tion for today's parents, grandparents, and the
Church.

Are we raising a generation that truly knows God - or
simply knows about Him?

We carefully choose schools, encourage academic
success, invest in sports, music lessons, and extracur-
ricular activities because we want our children to
have a bright future. These are all valuable. But while
we are preparing them to succeed in the world, are
we giving the same intentional care to preparing them
for eternity?

God's instruction to parents has never changed. In
Deuteronomy 6:6-7, He says, "These command-
ments... are to be on your hearts. Impress them on
your children. Talk about them when you sit at home
and when you walk along the road, when you lie
down and when you get up." Faith was never meant
to be confined to Sunday mornings. It was meant to
be lived daily within the home.

www.faithcitychurch.in

Dinu Elizabeth Arun

Today's world is discipling our children every day.
Through social media, entertainment, influencers,
and online content, they are constantly learning what
to value, what to believe, and how to live. If we do not
intentionally teach them God's truth, the world will
gladly teach them its own.

The greatest lessons children learn are not always
spoken - they are observed. They notice whether we
pray when life becomes difficult. They see whether
God's Word is opened only at church or also at home.
They watch whether our faith shapes our decisions or
simply occupies a place in our routine.

Timothy's faith did not begin in adulthood. Paul re-
minds us that from childhood he had known the Holy
Scriptures because of the faithful influence of his
grandmother Lois and his mother Eunice (2 Timothy
3:15). Their greatest inheritance was not wealth or
status - it was a living faith.

Perhaps one day our children will forget many of the
gifts we bought, the vacations we planned, or even
some of the advice we gave. But they are unlikely to
forget whether Christ was truly at the centre of our
home.

The future of the Church is not shaped only from the
pulpit. It is shaped around dinner tables, during bed-
time prayers, in everyday conversations, and through
the quiet example of parents who genuinely love
Christ.

The question is not whether our children will learn
from someone.

The question is who is shaping their hearts.

May we not be satisfied with raising children who
merely know Bible stories. May we, by God's
grace, raise a generation that knows the Author of
those stories - a generation that loves Christ, walks
with Him, and remains faithful long after our
voices have become silent.




EL ROI

THE GOD WHO SEES

El Roi is one of the most intimate name for God
found in the Hebrew Bible-means the God who
sees/ God of seeing. (Genesis 16:13)

Usually, people often believe that God speak only to

people who live a holy life or being in close relation-

ship with Him. But here, the term El Roi is coined by

Hagar- the slave/ maid to Sarah who became a sec-

ondary wife to Abraham bearing his firstborn - Ish-

mael. She is the only one in the entire Bible to give
God a personal name — El Roi.

Abraham and Sarah used Hagar as a surrogate to build
a family. Abraham agreed to the plan and Hagar con-
ceived. Once Hagar became pregnant, tension arose
between the two women, Sarah treated Hagar harshly
that she fled into wilderness. Pregnant and hopeless-
Hagar collapsed by a spring in the desolate wilder-
ness. There, the angel of the Lord intercepted her,
called her by name and promised her a future and a
massive lineage for her unborn son.

|
Blessy Sujith
I

Amazed that the creator would notice an outcast,
Hagar declared,
El Roi, “You are the God that sees me”

Biblical significance:

El Roi proved that no social class, gender or national-
ity is invisible to Him. It is written that “Before |
! formed you in the womb | knew you, before you were
born | set you apart." Jeremiah 1:5

God has an all knowing nature. He does not just see
nan history from afar. He specifically sees individu-
3in, tears and injustice in the lonely deserts of life.

1as a way of exalting the vulnerable. Come
closer and trust Him !!

_-‘.
www.faithcitychurch.in
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Evg. Simjan Jacob

Genesis 25:22 ~ The children struggled together
within her, and she said, “If it is thus, why is this hap-
pening to me?” So she went to inquire of the Lord.

The context of the above verse is the first twin preg-
nancy recorded in the bible which is that of Rebekah.
In this state of confusion and fear, many “why” ques-
tions emerged within her. But instead of grumbling or
seeking human explanations, she chose to seek God.
She understood that asking those around her-
including her husband—would only deepen her anxi-
ety.

So she went to enquire of the Lord. Even though she
didn't get the direct answer she was expecting, she
got a revelation about the future of God's amazing
plan for Israel through her. He gave her a glimpse of
that bigger picture, and that's what we need to hold
onto in those uncertain moments.

It's like, we often get caught up in the "why" ques-
tions, but she showed us that seeking God's perspec-
tive is where the real answers lie. The response may
not be the way we expect, but for sure He will answer
according to His divine plan.

Asaf also had a moment like this...but he says like this
in Psalms 73:16,17 "But when | thought how to un-
derstand this, it seemed to me a wearisome task, until
| went into the sanctuary of God".

Similarly, when we go through situations of unknown
fears, instead of reasoning logically, let's run to His
presence to enquire of the Lord.

Handling Your

"WHY“

Questions!

True Light 2026 July



PDevceverauce

Patience and perseverance are twin brothers in a
believer's life.

There is a remarkable tree that teaches us about
God's divine wisdom regarding patience and perse-
verance. Can you guess which tree it is?

Yes, it is none other than the Chinese bamboo. There
is a well-known illustration about a poor farmer
named Ash(fictional name) in China who planted Chi-
nese bamboo seeds on his one-acre field. Around the
same time, many other farmers planted different
kinds of crops in their own fields.

Like the other farmers, Ash and his family faithfully
watered the bamboo seeds every day, even though

nothing appeared to be happening above the ground.

Days turned into months, months into years, and
season after season passed. Meanwhile, the other
farmers harvested their crops and enjoyed the fruit of
their labor. During those years, many people ridiculed
Ash, saying he was wasting his time on something that
would never grow. Yet he refused to give up. Instead,
he continued his work with unwavering faith and per-
severance.

Deep in his heart, Ash believed that his faithful efforts
were not in vain. He remained determined, trusting
that one day he would reap the reward of his pa-
tience.

Finally, after five long years, one early morning, as Ash
and his family went out to water the field, they no-
ticed tiny bamboo shoots emerging across the entire
acre. Their hearts were filled with joy.
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But the story did not end there.

Within just six weeks, the bamboo grew to nearly 90
feet tall. The neighbors gathered to witness the aston-
ishing sight. Overwhelmed with gratitude, Ash fell to
the ground and thanked God for sustaining him
through the storms of life. He later sold the bamboo
to the paper industry, earned a good profit, and was
rewarded for the years of faithful waiting.

Please note: Ash is a fictional character created to be
inspired by the well-known illustration of the Chinese
bamboo tree.

Spiritual Reflection
"Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in
prayer." — Romans 12:12

If you feel like farmer Ash, working diligently without
seeing immediate results, do not lose heart. Continue
to trust God, remain patient, and persevere in prayer.
Every season and every moment is in God's hands.
"You need to persevere so that when you have done
the will of God, you will receive what he has prom-
ised." — Hebrews 10:36

During seasons of waiting, remember that God has
not forgotten you. He is preparing, strengthening, and
shaping you for the purpose He has planned. Just as
the bamboo develops an extensive root system
before growing rapidly above the ground, God often
works in us long before His blessings become visible.

www.faithcitychurch.in
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Crowns are an indication of positions, honor and
achievements. Not everybody gets to wear one. So, if
a person gets a crown, it must be to mark a moment
of great achievement for them. The Bible talks of five
different kinds of crowns that await believers in
heaven.

Let's look into how we may get to wear one!
1. CROWN OF RIGHTEOQOUSNESS (2 Tim 4:8)

As this crown is for the righteous, it is meant for those
washed in the Blood of the Lamb.
Timothy says that it also belongs to those

who are eagerly awaiting the second coming of our
Lord. John has also written in 1 John 2 : 28 that this
crown is for those who do not shrink away at his
coming. Thus, the crown of righteousness will be
given to those who are redeemed, love righteous
ways and are longing to see Christ Jesus.

2. THE INCORRUPTIBLE CROWN (1 cor 9 :14- 27)

The word 'incorruptible' suggests something that is
imperishable , and therefore, lasts forever.

This scripture says that those who run a race in order
to win the prize are temperate in all things.
Professional athletes are a good example. They have
to go through training camps to get ready for the com-
petition season. If an athlete can choose to live a dis-
ciplined lifestyle to earn a perishable crown, how
much more should we be prepared and be enthusias-
tic to train and sacrifice, in order to receive an imper-
ishable crown.

3 . THE CROWN OF LIFE (REV 2 :10)

This crown is special and is reserved for those who are
called to suffer because they hold fast to their faith
and it includes those who are persecuted.

| believe that all those Christians who have suffered
death for their faith in Jesus throughout history, will
not only be given this crown of life, but will also be
given some special rewards once they enter into
heaven.
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4. CROWN OF REJOICING (1 Thes 2: 19)

This crown has also been named the "Soul Winners
Crown". Soul winning is so dear to our Lord because it
directly reflects his heart as expressed in John 3 :16.
Therefore, he has reserved a special crown for those
who have witnessed to the lost and led unbelievers to
Christ.

5. THE CROWN OF GLORY (1 Peter 5 : 2-4)

This crown is for every person who feeds the flock -
the pastor, the apostles, prophets, evangelists, teach-
ers, ministers and every person who works to increase
the knowledge of God's word in his people.

So, now, which crown is awaiting you when you
enter eternity? So lets rededicate our life once
again into Lord’s hand and run a race in order to
receive a reward from heaven.

www.faithcitychurch.in
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Bearing

Much Frw’r For
The Lord

Since it's the FIFA season, this example might be
more relatable. Think of a goalkeeper protecting
his/her goal post - they don't know whether they'll
save or miss unless they use their hand or leg to pro-
tect the ball. Only after a movement is initiated, we
can see how fruitful they were for their team.

Recently, | got gifted a bag and | was hesitant at first
to take it out and use it, thinking of it getting dirty.
This made me realize that when it is unused and just
sitting in the cupboard, | am able to preserve it's
condition, but it loses the infinite opportunities to
serve it's purpose. It has to be filled and carried
around to actually play it's role, to be what it was
made for.

Similarly, we find our true value and purpose not
when we play it safe, but when we let ourselves be
used by God to carry forward His mission. Unless we
take the step and are willing to be used by Him, we
cannot be fruitful for Him. Let us be able to bear
MUCH FRUIT for the Lord! Amen.

John 15:8 - When you produce much fruit, you are
my true disciples. This brings great glory to my
ther.

@ @lensandthelord
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