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Serin Toms

Some hearts are not cold by
nature- they are wounded by
life.

There are people who once
loved without fear, trusted
without hesitation, and gave
without expecting anything in
return. But somewhere along
the journey, they were hurt.

A betrayal became a wall.

A disappointment became dis-

tance.

A rejection became silence.

And slowly, a heart that was

once tender became hard like

stone.

People may see the coldness, but God sees the tears
behind it. Only God knows how many hearts are si-
lently crying beneath a strong exterior.

Yet the beautiful truth is this: God is able to touch
what life has hardened. “I will remove from you your
heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.”

Ezekiel 36:26

God does not look at a hardened heart and say,
“There is no hope.” He says, “Let Me make you new.”
Joseph had every reason to become bitter. His own
brothers betrayed him, he was sold as a slave, falsely
accused, and forgotten in prison. But when he finally
faced the people who had wounded him, he did not
choose revenge.

“You intended to harm me, but God intended it for
good.” Genesis 50:20

Joseph allowed God to turn his wounds into wisdom
instead of allowing them to become bitterness.
Perhaps you are carrying a wound today that nobody
knows about. Maybe someone you trusted broke
your heart. Maybe life has disappointed you so many
times that you stopped expecting anything good.

But listen carefully:

Your wound does not have to become your identity.
Your pain does not have to become your personality.
Your past does not have to determine your future.
The same God who came near to the brokenhearted
is still near today.

God Melts
< Heart of

Stone

“The Lord is close to the brokenhearted.”Psalm 34:18

Jesus was betrayed, rejected, mocked, and crucified.
Yet His final response was not hatred.
“Father, forgive them.” Luke 23:34

That is what God's love can do. It can take a heart that
has every reason to become bitter and make it ca-
pable of loving again.

So, if life has made your heart hard, don't be ashamed
to bring it to God.

Bring Him the anger.

Bring Him the memories.

Bring Him the disappointment.

Bring Him the unforgiveness.

Bring Him everything you have been carrying alone.

You don't have to heal yourself before coming to God.
Come to Him wounded. Come to Him broken. Come
to Him just as you are. The Potter is still working on
the clay. “We are the clay, you are the potter; we are
all the work of your hand.” Isaiah 64:8

What life has hardened, God can soften.
What pain has broken, God can heal.
What bitterness has consumed, God can restore.

And perhaps one day, the very heart that was once
hardened by pain will become the heart that comforts
someone else who is hurting. Because when God
touches a heart of stone, He doesn't just make it soft
- He makes it a testimony.
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Pr. Sachin Mathew
Faith City Church

You are the Salt and the Light !!

Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth” and “You are
the light of the world” (Matthew 5:13-16). These
words are not merely a command; they are a declara-
tion of identity. Jesus does not say, “Try to become
salt,” or “Work hard to become light.” He says, “You
are.” Before He calls us to influence the world, He re-
minds us who we are in Him.

Salt has a quiet but powerful purpose. It preserves,
seasons, and brings value. In the same way, the life of
a,believer should carry the preserving power of truth,
the flavour of grace, and the evidence of Christlike

-character. In a world where values are easily diluted,

Jesus calls His people to remain distinct-not harsh,
proud, or judgmental, but faithful, pure, compassion-
ate, and steady.

Salt is effective because it remains what it is. If it be-
comes mixed, weakened, or tasteless, it loses its pur-
pose. This is a searching reminder for us. Our witness
can become diluted by compromise, fear, bitterness,
careless words, or spiritual neglect. We may still carry
the name of Christian, but the question is whether
people can taste the grace of Christ through our lives.

Jesus also calls us the light of the world. Light does
not argue with darkness; it simply shines. Its presence
brings direction, clarity, comfort, and hope. But light
must not be hidden. A lamp placed under a bowl
cannot bless the room. In the same way, our faith is
not meant to be private in a way that becomes invis-
ible. Our good works, our integrity, our forgiveness,
our service, and our love are meant to point others to

ithe Father.

“Salt works quietly. Light shines visibly. Both reveal
what they are.”

This identity is both a gift-and a responsibility. We do
not manufacture saltiness or light by our own
strength. We receive our life from Christ. He is the
true Light, and we shine because His life is in us. The
closer we remain to Him, the clearer our witness be-
comes. The more we walk with Him, the more our
words are seasoned with gracetand our actions reflect
His love. .
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HUDSON TAYLOR
A Life Given for China

Riya Reno

There are some people whose lives remind us that
faith is not simply something we believe. It is some-
thing we live. James Hudson Taylor was one of those
people.

Born in England in 1832, Hudson Taylor grew up in a
Christian home. From a very young age, China was
placed on his heart. But as a teenager, his faith
became distant. He began questioning God and de-
cided that he wanted to live for himself. Yet God had
not forgotten him.

At the age of seventeen, Hudson picked up a small
Gospel tract titled “It Is Finished.” As he read about
the finished work of Christ, one question came to his
mind: What was finished? That afternoon, Hudson
Taylor surrendered his life to Jesus Christ.

At the very same time, hundreds of kilometres away,
his mother was praying for his salvation. She had
locked herself in a room and told God that she would
not leave until she knew her son had come to Christ.
When Hudson finally told her what had happened,
she already knew. She had been rejoicing because
God had answered her prayer.

From that moment, Hudson'’s life began to change. He
felt God calling him to China, and he began preparing
himself not only spiritually, but physically and practi-
cally. He studied the Chinese language, learned medi-
cine, preached the Gospel, distributed Christian lit-
erature, and trained himself to live simply.

In 1853, at only twenty one years old, Hudson Taylor
sailed for China. China was not what he had imagined.

He faced sickness, loneliness, poverty, opposition, fi-
nancial uncertainty, dangerous journeys, and the con-
stant reality of death. There were times when people
rejected him, threw stones at him, or refused even to
listen to him. But he kept going.

Taylor eventually adopted Chinese clothing and lived
among the people he had come to serve. He travelled
through villages where few, if any, missionaries had
ever gone. He preached, treated the sick, distributed
books, and simply made himself available to people
who had never heard the Gospel.

His faith was repeatedly tested. There were times
when he had almost no money. There were times
when his health failed. He lost children and later lost
his beloved first wife, Maria, after years of illness. He
experienced opposition even from other Christians.
His mission work was attacked, his home was burned,
and his reputation was questioned. Yet through all of
it, he continued to trust God.

In 1865, while walking along the beach at Brighton in
England, Hudson Taylor felt deeply burdened for the
millions of people in China’s inland provinces who
had never heard the Gospel. He prayed for twenty
four workers to go with him. That prayer became the
beginning of the China Inland Mission.

What began with a burden in one man’s heart grew
into a movement that sent hundreds of missionaries
into the interior of China. Taylor trusted God to pro-
vide the workers and the finances needed for the
work.
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But perhaps the greatest lesson of Hudson Taylor’s
life was not how much he accomplished. It was who
he depended on.

After years of carrying the weight of ministry, Taylor
reached a point where he realized that he could not
continue in his own strength. He learned to rest in
Christ, to stop trying to accomplish God’s work
through human strength, and instead depend com-
pletely upon Him.

His life became a picture of surrendered faith. He
could not always understand what God was doing. He
could not always see the answer. He could not always
change the circumstances. But he could trust.

During the Boxer Rebellion, when many missionaries
and Chinese Christians were facing terrible persecu-
tion and many were killed, Taylor’s response showed
the depth of his faith. He said, “I cannot read, | cannot
pray, | can scarcely think, but | can trust.”

Those words capture the heart of his life. He could
not always understand what God was doing, but he
continued to trust Him.

Hudson Taylor continued serving in China for more
than fifty years. He travelled thousands of miles,
helped establish mission stations, trained Chinese
Christians, encouraged missionaries, and brought the
Gospel to places where it had scarcely been heard.

He died in Changsha, China, on June 3, 1905, He had
spent more than fifty years serving the people of
China. He did not live a comfortable life. He gave up
security, possessions, health, family comfort, and
eventually his own strength for the sake of Christ and
the people God had placed on his heart.

His story leaves us with a question. What are we will-
ing to give to God?

We may not all be called to China. We may not all be
called to become missionaries in another country. But
every Christian is called to live for Christ. Sometimes
our mission field is a foreign country. Sometimes it is
our university. Sometimes it is our workplace. Some-
times it is our neighbourhood. Sometimes it is simply
the person sitting beside us who needs to know that
Jesus loves them.

Hudson Taylor’s life reminds us that God does not
need someone who has everything figured out. He
needs someone who is willing to say, “Yes, Lord.” The
guestion is not whether we are capable enough. The
question is whether we are willing.

The words of Jesus still speak to us today: “Go into all
the world and preach the gospel to all creation.” Mark
16:15

Hudson Taylor heard that call and gave his life to it.
May his story challenge us not simply to admire his
faith, but to examine our own. There are still people
who have never heard. There are still places where
Christ is not known. There are still lives waiting for
someone to bring hope.

So perhaps the question God is asking each of us is
not, “Are you ready?” Perhaps He is simply asking,
“Will you go?”

And may our answer be the same as Isaiah’s:

“Here am |. Send me!” Isaiah 6:8

HUDSON TAYLOR
1832 - 1905
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“Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and He will
establish your plans.”(Proverbs 16:3)

Submission to God’s will requires humility- an ac-
knowledgement that we do not control outcomes.
Yet, this surrender brings peace. When we trust God’s
plan, anxiety gives way to assurance, and striving
gives way to rest.

While human achievements fade away, obedience to
God bears fruit beyond this life. Hagar could have
guestioned the commands of Abraham to leave the
house, with Ismael. But she never did it; just obeyed..
| Results were far reaching and promises, miraculous!
She just obeyed and waited.

Those who walk in God’s purpose may not always see
immediate results, but their lives gain eternal signifi-
cance. Even suffering, when entrusted to God is not
wasted. Joseph endured many difficulties, but all
turned out for good. We may not comprehend the rel-
evance and meaning of many obstacles. But in due
time, we will see the beautiful outcome.

God’s will is always perfect. Let’s trust Him at all
times.

www.faithcitychurch.in
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Susan Mathews
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Dinu Elizabeth Arun
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| c/zange a life

When Simple Obedience Becomes Part of God’s
Greater Purpose. We often think God’s purpose will
come through a dramatic moment, but throughout
Scripture, some of the greatest stories began with
one simple act of obedience.

Mary did not know everything that would follow
when she surrendered to God’s plan. Yet in Luke 1:38,
she responded as the Lord’s servant, willing to accept
what God had asked of her.

Ruth’s decision to remain with Naomi also seemed
simple at the time. She could not see how that choice
would shape her future or place her within the lin-
eage of Christ. She simply chose faithfulness.

Samuel was still young when he answered, “Speak,
for your servant is listening” (1 Samuel 3:10). He did
not yet know the prophet he would become. He only
knew that God was calling.

The disciples experienced the same thing. Jesus said,
“Follow me,” and they left their nets behind. They did
not know where that decision would lead, but their
yes became part of a mission that would reach gen-
erations.

These stories remind us of an important truth:
Obedience does not require us to see the whole jour-
ney. It requires us to trust the One who does.

Many of us hesitate because we want certainty before
we move, We ask, “What if | fail?” “What if | am not
ready?” “What if | do not know what comes next?”

But faith often begins before the full picture is visible.

Mary could not see the entire road ahead.

Ruth could not see generations into the future.
Samuel could not see the calling that would unfold.
The disciples could not see how far their obedience
would take them.

They simply took the next faithful step.

Perhaps God is not asking you today to understand
everything. Perhaps He is only asking you to listen,
trust, and respond.

Do not underestimate a small act of obedience. You
may see only one decision. God may already see the
lives it will touch.

Sometimes, a life-changing story begins with one
simple word:

o |
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Johanna Toms

"When god gives us becomes a blessing to
many when we faithfully share it with others"
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Testimony

For anyone who is leaving their family and nation to
study or work abroad, the churches in other countries
provide solace. Through the many events planned by
these types of church communities, we can recapture
many of the things that individuals living abroad miss
about their home country. I'm giving a testimony re-
garding something that happened recently in my own
life.

Attending the Bible Camp organized by Faith City
Church, Saint John, was one of the most meaningful
spiritual experiences | have had in recent times. Over
the past few years, this church has been a strong pillar
of support in my life, and this camp came at a time
when | especially needed encouragement, peace, and
spiritual strength.

| attended the camp during a period when life felt es-
pecially heavy. | was carrying a lot of stress, pressure,
emotional pain, disappointments, and experiences
that had left me feeling mentally and spiritually ex-
hausted. However, throughout the camp, | felt God
speaking to me in a very personal way.

The sessions led by Pastor Jacob Mathew were pow-
erful, inspiring, and deeply touching. They helped me
reflect on my life, strengthen my faith, and reminded
me that even during difficult seasons, God is still pres-
ent and working in ways we may not always under-
stand.

www.faithcitychurch.in

| came away feeling spiritually renewed, mentally
strengthened, and more encouraged to place my trust
in God and His plans for my life. The opportunity to
spend time in God's presence and learn more from
His Word was truly valuable to me.

What made the camp even more special was the love
and fellowship | experienced from everyone. Pastor
Sachin and his family, along with all the church mem-
bers, were extremely welcoming, caring, and sup-
portive. It was not only a place for spiritual learning,
but also a place where we could enjoy fellowship, par-
ticipate in fun activities, build relationships, and
genuinely feel cared for as part of a church family.

For me, this camp was much more than just a few
days away from everyday life. It became a time of
healing, encouragement, reflection, and spiritual re-
newal. | am truly grateful that | had the opportunity
to attend this camp. It was worth every moment, and
| believe it came into my life at exactly the right time.

| thank God for Faith City Church, Pastor Sachin and
his family, Pastor Jacob Mathew, all the church mem-
bers, and everyone who worked hard to organize the
camp. | am grateful for the atmosphere they created,
where we could experience God's presence, grow in
His Word, and strengthen one another in faith.

This camp will always remain a special and meaning-
ful memory in my spiritual journey.

Stephy Johnson
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Enjoyed my time ministering at
Faith City Church in Saint John,
Canada. Special thanks to Pastor
Sachin and his wife Sneha for
hosting me, and inviting me to
minister at your Church retreat!
This is a young Church planted by
God three years ago in Saint
John. God moved in a powerful
way at two nights of altar-calls!
We witnessed inner healings, de-
liverance, salvation and imparta-
tions! Praying for Christ to enlar-
ge this young Church for Abba’s
Glory!
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Pastor JACOB MATHEW

Guest Speaker
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The three days
at St. John- Faith City Church,
Bible Camp on Sept 2026 were a
truly special and memorable experience,
especially because it was my first time
staying on the camp premises. | was blessed
by the warm fellowship, meaningful Bible
teaching, fun games, and the opportunity to
spend quality time with fellow believers.
Kayaking was a surprisingly enjoyable
and unforgettable experience that
added a wonderful
touch to the camp.

The camp was truly a blessing to
me, my son, and Mrs. Komala
(visiting from India). Our souls
were spiritually nourished in the
presence of the Lord through
prayer, meditation on the theme
“Salt and Light of the World,” pro-
phecies, and worship. What tou-
ched me deeply was the love,
compassion, and kindness that
everyone showed toward one

— — another. There was such a beauti-
.l Maria Shitley Divya] ful sense of unity and fellowship.







Come as You are.. Grow in Faith.. Find Your Family...

FAITH CITY CHURCH
Saint John, Canada

[EVERY SUNDAY
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EVERY SATURDAY
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(Online - Zoo
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